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COMPONENTS�OF�THE�COUNCIL�AGENDA

RECOGNITION�AND�PROCLAMATION

This�portion�of�the�meeting�recognizes�individuals,�groups,
or� institutions� publically,� as� well� as� those� receiving� a

proclamation,�or�declaring�a�day�or�event.

PUBLIC�COMMENT

Each� regular� City� Council� meeting� shall� have� a� public

comment� period� not� to� exceed� 30� minutes.� Every� speaker� is
entitled� to� speak� for� up� to� 3� minutes.� To� be� considered� for

public� comment,� please� complete� a� public� comment� card� at
least�5�minutes�prior�to�the�start�of�the�meeting.�The�Mayor�will

randomly�draw� from� the�cards�submitted.�Public�comment� is�a
time� to� give� comment.� It� is� not� a� question� and� answer� period

and� the� City� Council� does� not� respond� to� public� comments.
Speakers�who�engage�in�threatening�or�disorderly�behavior�will

have�their�time�ceased.

CONSENT�AGENDA

All� items�under�the�Consent�Agenda�are�considered�to�be

routine� in�nature�and�will�be�enacted�by�one�motion.�There�will
be� no� separate� discussion� of� these� items� unless� a� Council

Member,�City�Manager�or�Corporation�Counsel�so� requests;� in
which�event,�the�item�will�be�removed�from�the�Consent�Agenda

and� considered� in� the�Regular�Agenda,�which� typically� begins
with�Item�No.�8.

The�City's�Boards�and�Commissions�hold�Public�Hearings

prior�to�some�Council�agenda�items�appearing�on�the�Council's
Meeting� Agenda.� Persons� who� wish� to� address� the� Council

should� provide� new� information� that� is� pertinent� to� the� issue
before�them.

PUBLIC�HEARING

Items�that�require�receiving�public�testimony�will�be�placed
on� the� agenda� and� noticed� as� a� Public� Hearing.� Individuals

have�an�opportunity�to�provide�public�testimony�on�those� items
that�impact�the�community�and/or�residence.

REGULAR�AGENDA

All�items�that�provide�the�Council�an�opportunity�to�receive

a� presentation,� ask� questions� of� City� Staff,� seek� additional
information,� or� deliberate� prior� to� making� a� decision� will� be

placed�on�the�Regular�Agenda.

MAYOR�AND�COUNCIL�MEMBERS

Mayor�-�Mboka�Mwilambwe

City�Council�Members

Ward�1�-�Jenna�Kearns
Ward�2�-�Donna�Boelen
Ward�3�-�Sheila�Montney
Ward�4�-�John�Danenberger
Ward�5�-�Nick�Becker
Ward�6�-�Cody�Hendricks
Ward�7�-�Mollie�Ward
Ward�8�-�Kent�Lee
Ward�9�-�Tom�Crumpler

City�Manager�-�Jeff�Jurgens
Deputy�City�Manager�-�Billy�Tyus
Deputy�City�Manager�-�Sue�McLaughlin

CITY�LOGO�DESIGN�RATIONALE

The�CHEVRON�Represents:
Service,�Rank,�and�Authority

Growth�and�Diversity
A�Friendly�and�Safe�Community

A�Positive,�Upward�Movement�and
Commitment�to�Excellence!

MISSION,�VISION,�AND
VALUE�STATEMENT

MISSION
To�Lead,�Serve�and�Uplift�the

City�of�Bloomington

VISION
A�Jewel�of�the�Midwest�Cities

VALUES
Service-Centered,
Results-Driven,

Inclusive

STRATEGIC�PLAN�GOALS

Financially�Sound�City�Providing�Quality
Basic�Services
Upgrade�City�Infrastructure�and�Facilities
Grow�the�Local�Economy
Strong�Neighborhoods
Great�Place�-�Livable,�Sustainable�City
Prosperous�Downtown�Bloomington
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1. Call�to�Order

2. Roll�Call�of�Attendance

3. Public�Comment

Individuals� wishing� to� provide� emailed� public� comment� must� email� comments� to
publiccomment@cityblm.org� at� least� 15� minutes� before� the� start� of� the� meeting.
Individuals� wishing� to� speak� in-person� or� remotely� may� register� at
www.cityblm.org/register�at� least�5�minutes�before�the�start�of� the�meeting�for� in-person
public�comment�and�at�least�15�minutes�before�the�start�of�the�meeting�for�remote�public
comment.��

4. Consent�Agenda

Items� listed� on� the� Consent� Agenda� are� approved� with� one� motion;� Items� pulled� by
Council�from�the�Consent�Agenda�for�discussion�are�listed�and�voted�on�separately.

A. Consideration�and�Action�to�Approve�the�Minutes�of�the�June�17,�2024,�Regular
Committee�of�the�Whole�Meeting,�as�requested�by�the�City�Clerk�Department.
(Recommended�Motion:�The�proposed�Minutes�be�approved.)

B. Consideration�and�Action�to�Approve�the�Minutes�of�the�July�15,�2024,�Regular
Committee�of�the�Whole�Meeting,�as�requested�by�the�City�Clerk�Department.
(Recommended�Motion:�The�proposed�Minutes�be�approved.)

5. Regular�Agenda

A. Presentation�of�the�Progress�Report�Prepared�by�the�Special�Commission�for�Safe
Communities,�as�requested�by�the�Special�Commission�for�Safe�Communities.
(Recommended�Motion:�None;�Presentation�only.)�(Presentation�by�Scott�Denton,
Special�Commission�for�Safe�Communities�Chair,�10�minutes;�and�City�Council
Discussion,�10�minutes.)

B. Presentation�by�Bloomington�Bison�Head�Coach�Phillip�Barski�on�the�Upcoming
Inaugural�Season,�as�requested�by�the�Administration�Department.� (Recommended
Motion:�None;�Presentation�only.)�(Presentation�by�Phillip�Barski,�Bison�Head
Coach,�15�minutes;�and�City�Council�Discussion,�15�minutes.)

6. City�Manager's�Report

7. Executive�Session

8. Adjournment

COMMITTEE�OF�THE�WHOLE�-�REGULAR�SESSION�MEETING�AGENDA
GOVERNMENT�CENTER�BOARDROOM,�4TH�FLOOR,�ROOM�#400

115�E.�WASHINGTON�STREET,�BLOOMINGTON,�IL�61701
MONDAY,�AUGUST�19,�2024,�6:00�PM
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Individuals�with�disabilities�planning�to�attend�the�meeting�who�require�reasonable
accommodations�to�observe�and/or�participate,�or�who�have�questions�about�the�accessibility
of�the�meeting,�should�contact�the�City's�ADA�Coordinator�at�309-434-2468
mhurt@cityblm.org.
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CONSENT�AGENDA�ITEM�NO.�4.A.

FOR�COUNCIL:��August�19,�2024

WARD�IMPACTED:��City-Wide�Impact

SUBJECT:�Consideration�and�Action�to�Approve�the�Minutes�of�the�June�17,�2024,�Regular
Committee�of�the�Whole�Meeting,�as�requested�by�the�City�Clerk�Department.

RECOMMENDED�MOTION:�The�proposed�Minutes�be�approved.

STRATEGIC�PLAN�LINK:
Goal�1.�Financially�Sound�City�Providing�Quality�Basic�Services

STRATEGIC�PLAN�SIGNIFICANCE:
Objective�1d.�City�services�delivered�in�the�most�cost-effective,�efficient�manner

BACKGROUND:�The�minutes�of�the�meetings�provided�have�been�reviewed�and�certified�as
correct�and�complete�by� the�City�Clerk.� In�compliance�with� the�Open�Meetings�Act,�minutes
must� be� approved� thirty� (30)� days� after� the� meeting� or� at� the� second� subsequent� regular
meeting�whichever�is�later.�In�accordance�with�the�Open�Meetings�Act,�minutes�are�available
for�public�inspection�and�posted�to�the�City's�website�within�10�days�after�approval.

COMMUNITY�GROUPS/INTERESTED�PERSONS�CONTACTED:�N/A

FINANCIAL�IMPACT:�N/A

AMERICAN�RESCUE�PLAN�FUNDING�IMPACT :�N/A

COMMUNITY� DEVELOPMENT� IMPACT :� This� request� meets� the� following� goals� and
objectives�of�the�Bloomington�Comprehensive�Plan�2035:�N/A

Respectfully�submitted�for�consideration.

Prepared�by:�Leslie�Yocum,�City�Clerk

ATTACHMENTS:
CLK�1B�Minutes
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MINUTES
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - REGULAR SESSION

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2024, 6:00 P.M.
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MINUTES
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - REGULAR SESSION

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2024, 6:00 P.M.
The Committee of the Whole convened in regular session in the Government Center 

Boardroom at 6:00 P.M. Mayor Mboka Mwilambwe called the meeting to order.
Roll Call

Attendee Name Title Status
Mboka Mwilambwe Mayor Present
Jenna Kearns Council Member, Ward 1 Present
Donna Boelen Council Member, Ward 2 Present
Sheila Montney Council Member, Ward 3 Present
John Danenberger Council Member, Ward 4 Present
Nick Becker Council Member, Ward 5 Present
Cody Hendricks Council Member, Ward 6 Present
Mollie Ward Council Member, Ward 7 Present
Kent Lee Council Member, Ward 8 Present
Tom Crumpler Council Member, Ward 9 Present

Recognition/Appointments
No Recognitions or Appointments were presented.

Public Comment
Mayor Mwilambwe read a public comment statement of procedure. Surena Fish provided 

public comment. No emailed public comment was received.
Consent Agenda

Items listed on the Consent Agenda are approved with one motion; Items pulled by 
Council from the Consent Agenda for discussion are listed and voted on separately.

Council Member Boelen made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ward, to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.

Item 4.A. Consideration and Action to Approve the Minutes of the April 15, 2024, Regular 
Committee of the Whole Meeting, as requested by the City Clerk Department.

Mayor Mwilambwe directed the Clerk to call roll:
AYES: Kearns, Boelen, Montney, Danenberger, Becker, Hendricks, Ward, Lee, Crumpler
Motion carried.

Regular Agenda
The following item was presented:

Item 5.A. Presentation, Discussion, and Direction on Bloomington Housing Symposium 
Report, as requested by the Administration Department.

Mayor Mwilambwe spoke positively about the recent Bloomington Housing Symposium.
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City Manager Jeff Jurgens stated that the goal of the presentation was to identify barriers 
and discuss potential solutions to address homelessness. He thanked staff for their efforts.  

Senior Deputy City Manager Billy Tyus gave a presentation on the Report that resulted 
from the Symposium. He outlined questions asked during the Symposium to identify problems 
in the community, as well as identify potential solutions. He stated that 60 builders, developers, 
bankers, and professionals from the area, Indiana, and the Chicagoland had attended. He 
shared that the primary feedback received was that affordable Downtown housing should be a 
focus pointing out limited  vacancy. Melissa Hon, Economic & Community Development Director,
echoed limitations in availability. City Manager Tyus discussed potential ideas for addressing
housing barriers, such as low/no interest loan funds, targeting areas for development, and tax 
assessment freezes. He shared that the recommended solutions were to explore housing 
incentive packages, a neighborhood rehabilitation program, intergovernmental housing recovery 
collaborations, a low/no interest development funding program, and review of zoning ordinances.

City Manager Jurgens added that the Symposium was eye-opening and helpful.   
Director Hon overviewed the Build Bloomington website and its available resources. City 

Manager Jurgens noted that the site also provides updates on current projects.
Mayor Mwilambwe asked for more information regarding anticipated development 

timelines in relation to tax freezes and potential financial impacts.
Deputy City Manager Tyus stated that regular updates would be given to Council.
Council Member Ward expressed interest in the suggestions and really liked the idea of

rewarding development in blighted/unused properties. She requested more information on the 
number of blighted properties owned by out-of-town landlords, as well as their impact. 

Council Member Boelen expressed appreciation for input given at the Symposium. She 
stressed that the focus should be zoning and other things not involving funding. She noted that 
there was little discussion on consumer interest rates and questioned what banks could do to 
assist. She believed forming a team to evaluate options could be useful.

Council Member Montney had concerns with the financial implications of the 
recommendations. She shared an example of how interest rates were impacting mortgages and 
then suggested reflecting on the interest rate incentives and decisions that lead to the 2008 
housing crisis.

Council Member Boelen made a motion, seconded by Council Member Crumpler, 
to extend Council Discussion by ten minutes.

Mayor Mwilambwe directed the Clerk to call roll:
AYES: Kearns, Boelen, Montney, Danenberger, Becker, Hendricks, Ward, Lee, Crumpler
Motion carried.
Council Member Montney stressed that the focus should be on more tangible actions that 

considered financial implications and blighted properties.
Council Member Kearns echoed Council Member Montney’s concerns regarding focus. 

She too had attended the Symposium and shared that there seemed to be a disconnect between 
the needs of builders and those of consumers. She believed conversations with other 
communities would be valuable and mentioned other opportunities to get more feedback.
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Council Member Ward asked for clarification and more information on the desired focus 
and direction of Council. City Manager Jurgens stated that they needed to know how aggressive 
Council wanted staff to be with addressing housing issues and researching potential options.

Council Member Crumpler thanked Director Hon for the Build Bloomington website and
echoed the concerns of Council Members Montney and Boelen regarding costs. He expressed 
concerns with the lack of partnership between developers and banks.

Council Member Hendricks echoed concerns with the financial implications and 
expressed his support for exploring the ideas provided.

The majority of Council expressed interest in moving forward with discussion of a 
resolution. 
The following item was presented:

Item 5.B. Presentation and Discussion on Proposed Changes to Ch. 21, Sec. 300.7 Bulk 
Waste Collection and Chapter 36, Scavengers, Waste Collectors or Waste Haulers, as 
requested by the Public Works Department.

City Manager Jurgens briefly introduced the Item. 
Mose Rickey, Public Works Director, expressed thanks to his staff for their work during 

the recent heatwave. He discussed issues surrounding bulk waste pickup outside of scheduled 
pickup times and outlined issues that stemmed from improper waste disposal of vacated 
residential rental properties. To remediate the problem, he proposed fines for habitual violators, 
education on proper procedures, and penalties with increased fees when bulk waste was 
improperly sat out on the curb. He also identified issues at the Citizen’s Convenience Center
and suggested additional Code amendments. 

Council Member Ward proposed shortening the timeframe for implementing penalties and 
then questioned reporting and identification procedures surround the bulk waste issue.

Council Member Kearns raised questions about communications between landlords, the 
City, and Public Works when bulk pickup resulted from evictions. She stressed the importance 
of streamlining communications. 

Council Member Boelen asked for clarification on who the fee increases would affect, as 
well as the logistics of pickup.

Council Member Montney stressed that operational costs be outlined to justify the 
increase.

Director Rickey addressed their questions and acknowledged the need for streamlined 
communications. He stated that logistics were dependent on the needs of each job and clarified 
that the fee increase would strictly affect non-occupied homes/rental properties.

Colleen Winterland, Public Works Assistant Director, briefly outlined reporting 
procedures. She stated that Public Workers staff routinely reported issues along their routes, the 
myBloomington app was often used, and letters were sent out to those not in the Solid Waste 
Program. City Manager Jurgens acknowledged Council Member Ward’s concerns regarding the 
myBloomington app and Asst. Director Winterland stated that Public Works was open to 
suggestions.
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City Manager's Report
City Manager Jurgens shared a brief update on efforts by the Coalition working to address 

homelessness. He stated that efforts were being made to identify additional shelter options and 
highlighted that Home Sweet Home Ministries had recently hired a Street Outreach Specialist.
He briefly mentioned recent events throughout the City and then reminded the community of the 
upcoming Juneteenth Celebration including the City vs. Town softball game. 
Executive Session

No Executive Session was held.
Adjournment

Council Member Boelen made a motion, seconded by Council Member Hendricks, 
to adjourn the meeting.

Mayor Mwilambwe directed the Clerk to call roll:
AYES: Kearns, Boelen, Montney, Danenberger, Becker, Hendricks, Ward, Lee, Crumpler
Motion carried (viva voce).
The meeting adjourned at 7:28 P.M.

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON ATTEST

________________________________ ________________________________
Mboka Mwilambwe, Mayor Amanda Stutsman, Deputy City Clerk
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CONSENT�AGENDA�ITEM�NO.�4.B.

FOR�COUNCIL:��August�19,�2024

WARD�IMPACTED:��City-Wide�Impact

SUBJECT:�Consideration�and�Action�to�Approve�the�Minutes�of�the�July�15,�2024,�Regular
Committee�of�the�Whole�Meeting,�as�requested�by�the�City�Clerk�Department.

RECOMMENDED�MOTION:�The�proposed�Minutes�be�approved.

STRATEGIC�PLAN�LINK:
Goal�1.�Financially�Sound�City�Providing�Quality�Basic�Services

STRATEGIC�PLAN�SIGNIFICANCE:
Objective�1d.�City�services�delivered�in�the�most�cost-effective,�efficient�manner

BACKGROUND:�The�minutes�of�the�meetings�provided�have�been�reviewed�and�certified�as
correct�and�complete�by� the�City�Clerk.� In�compliance�with� the�Open�Meetings�Act,�minutes
must� be� approved� thirty� (30)� days� after� the� meeting� or� at� the� second� subsequent� regular
meeting�whichever�is�later.�In�accordance�with�the�Open�Meetings�Act,�minutes�are�available
for�public�inspection�and�posted�to�the�City's�website�within�10�days�after�approval.

COMMUNITY�GROUPS/INTERESTED�PERSONS�CONTACTED:�N/A

FINANCIAL�IMPACT:�N/A

AMERICAN�RESCUE�PLAN�FUNDING�IMPACT :�N/A

COMMUNITY� DEVELOPMENT� IMPACT :� This� request� meets� the� following� goals� and
objectives�of�the�Bloomington�Comprehensive�Plan�2035:�N/A

Respectfully�submitted�for�consideration.

Prepared�by:�Leslie�Yocum,�City�Clerk

ATTACHMENTS:
CLK�1B�Minutes
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MINUTES
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - REGULAR SESSION

MONDAY, JULY 15, 2024, 6:00 P.M.
The Committee of the Whole convened in regular session in the Government Center 

Boardroom at 6:00 P.M. Mayor Mboka Mwilambwe called the meeting to order.
Roll Call

Attendee Name Title Status
Mboka Mwilambwe Mayor Present
Jenna Kearns Council Member, Ward 1 Present
Donna Boelen Council Member, Ward 2 Present
Sheila Montney Council Member, Ward 3 Present
John Danenberger Council Member, Ward 4 Present
Nick Becker Council Member, Ward 5 Present
Cody Hendricks Council Member, Ward 6 Present
Mollie Ward Council Member, Ward 7 Present
Kent Lee Council Member, Ward 8 Present
Tom Crumpler Council Member, Ward 9 Present

Recognition/Appointments
The following item was presented:

Item 3.A. Recognition of Firefighter Kyle Cheesman for Completion of the One-Year 
Probationary Period, as requested by the Fire Department.

Fire Chief Cory Matheny provided a brief background on Kyle Cheesman and his 
accomplishments. He recognized Firefighter Cheesman for completing his probationary period.
Public Comment

Mayor Mwilambwe read a public comment statement of procedure. Surena Fish and 
Patrick Whitaker provided in person public comment. No emailed public comment was received.
Consent Agenda

Items listed on the Consent Agenda are approved with one motion; Items pulled by 
Council from the Consent Agenda for discussion are listed and voted on separately.

Council Member Boelen made a motion, seconded by Council Member Hendricks, 
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.

Item 5.A. Consideration and Action to Approve the Minutes of the May 20, 2024, Regular 
Committee of the Whole Meeting, as requested by the City Clerk Department.

Mayor Mwilambwe directed the Clerk to call roll:
AYES: Kearns, Boelen, Montney, Danenberger, Becker, Hendricks, Ward, Lee, Crumpler
Motion carried.
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Regular Agenda
The following item was presented:

Item 6.A. Presentation and Discussion on the use of Project Labor Agreements, as 
requested by the Administration Department.

City Manager Jeff Jurgens provided an update addressing concerns from local unions
heard during the Coachmen Redevelopment Project. He stated that the suggested edits follow
the City of Springfield’s Ordinance addressing apprenticeships, private redevelopment 
agreements, and overall providing clearer direction on Public Works projects over $50,000.

Council Member Crumpler expressed support and thanked staff for their diligent work. 
Council Member Hendricks echoed support and appreciation. He highlighted the 

importance of inclusionary language within the Ordinance.
Council Member Boelen expressed concern regarding language used in the Ordinance. 

She shared suggested revisions. 
City Manager Jurgens acknowledged Council Member Boelen’s concerns regarding 

language and thanked her, as well as the rest of the Council for their feedback.
The following item was presented:

Item 6.B. Presentation on Bloomington-Normal Area Convention & Visitors Bureau, as 
requested by the Administration Department.

Crystal Howard, President and CEO of Bloomington-Normal Area Convention & Visitor’s 
Bureau, gave a presentation on the Bureau’s annual report. She shared details regarding 
marketing efforts, and economic and visitor growth due to hotel tax, meeting and events, sporting 
events, partnerships, and sponsorships. She shared that the Illinois Office of Tourism had 
granted $443,719 for Route 66 promotion, which the Bureau was using for murals and 
monuments throughout Bloomington, Normal, Chenoa, Lexington, and McLean, as well as
collaborating with the Office of Tourism and Rivian Automotive on a new video series. She 
encouraged the community to visit the Bureau’s website and utilize various marketing and 
advertisement channels to stay up to date on events. She highlighted 2024 events and 
expressed gratitude to the Council and City departments for supporting the efforts of the Bureau.
Lastly, she shared a video that showcased events, facilities, and the community.

Mayor Mwilambwe thanked Ms. Howard for her presentation and the work of her team.
City Manager's Report

City Manager Jurgens shared a brief update on efforts by the coalition working to address 
homelessness. He expressed appreciation to service providers working to address 
homelessness issues. He then thanked City staff for their work addressing overnight storm
damage and shared an update on increased traffic at the Bloomington Public Library in the 
month of June, as well as their upcoming community events. He ended by highlighting 
Bloomington Police Department’s Public Safety Summer Academy and updates on the Arena. 
Executive Session

No Executive Session was held.
Adjournment
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Council Member Ward made a motion, seconded by Council Member Boelen, to
adjourn the meeting.

Mayor Mwilambwe directed the Clerk to call roll:
AYES: Kearns, Boelen, Montney, Danenberger, Becker, Hendricks, Ward, Lee, Crumpler
Motion carried (viva voce).
The meeting adjourned at 6:47 P.M.

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON ATTEST

________________________________ ________________________________
Mboka Mwilambwe, Mayor Amanda Stutsman, Deputy City Clerk
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REGULAR�AGENDA�ITEM�NO.�5.A.

FOR�COUNCIL:��August�19,�2024

WARD�IMPACTED:��City-Wide�Impact

SUBJECT:�Presentation�of�the�Progress�Report�Prepared�by�the�Special�Commission�for�Safe
Communities,�as�requested�by�the�Special�Commission�for�Safe�Communities.

RECOMMENDED�MOTION:�None;�Presentation�only.

STRATEGIC�PLAN�LINK:
Goal�4.�Strong�Neighborhoods

STRATEGIC�PLAN�SIGNIFICANCE:
Objective�1c.�Engaged�residents�that�are�well� informed�and� involved� in�an�open�governance
process

BACKGROUND:� A� Progress� Report� prepared� by� the� Special� Commission� for� Safe
Communities�will�be�presented�to�Council�as�required�by�City�Code�Chapter�2,�Section�355.

COMMUNITY�GROUPS/INTERESTED�PERSONS�CONTACTED:�N/A

FINANCIAL�IMPACT:�N/A

AMERICAN�RESCUE�PLAN�FUNDING�IMPACT :�N/A

COMMUNITY� DEVELOPMENT� IMPACT :� This� request� meets� the� following� goals� and
objectives�of�the�Bloomington�Comprehensive�Plan�2035:�N/A

Respectfully�submitted�for�consideration.

Prepared�by:�Aaron�Veerman,�Assistant�Police�Cheif
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REGULAR�AGENDA�ITEM�NO.�5.B.

FOR�COUNCIL:��August�19,�2024

WARD�IMPACTED:��City-Wide�Impact

SUBJECT:�Presentation�by�Bloomington�Bison�Head�Coach�Phillip�Barski�on�the�Upcoming
Inaugural�Season,�as�requested�by�the�Administration�Department.

RECOMMENDED�MOTION:�None;�Presentation�only.

STRATEGIC�PLAN�LINK:
Goal�5.�Great�Place�-�Livable,�Sustainable�City

STRATEGIC�PLAN�SIGNIFICANCE:
Objective� 5d.�Appropriate� leisure� and� recreational� opportunities� responding� to� the� needs� of
residents

BACKGROUND:� In� January� 2024,� the� City� entered� into� a� landmark� agreement� with� Hallett
Sports�&�Entertainment�to�bring�professional�hockey�back�to�the�Arena.�This�partnership�has
introduced� the� Bloomington� Bison,� a� new� ECHL� (East� Coast� Hockey� League)� team� that� will
represent�the�highest�level�of�hockey�ever�played�at�the�Arena�and�the�highest�level�currently
being�played�in�the�region.
�
In�May�2024,� the�Bloomington�Bison� further�solidified� their�presence�by�announcing�an�NHL
(National� Hockey� League)� affiliation� with� the� New� York� Rangers.�Additionally,� the� team� has
established�a�working�agreement�with�a�second�NHL�team,�the�Carolina�Hurricanes,�to�further
enhance� player� development.� These� affiliations� underscore� the� team’s� commitment� to
excellence�and�competitive�play.
�
The� Bloomington� Bison’s� inaugural� season� is� set� to� begin� on� October� 19,� 2024,� under� the
guidance�of�Phillip�Barski,�the�team’s�first�head�coach.�With�15�years�of�coaching�experience
spanning�the�OHL�(Ontario�Hockey�League),�U�Sports�(Canadian�university�sports�governing
body),� ECHL,� as� well� as� professional� leagues� in� Europe,� Coach� Barski� brings� a� wealth� of
knowledge�and�expertise�to�the�team.�He�will�attend�Monday’s�meeting�to�share�insights�and
provide� an� update� on� the� Bloomington� Bison's� preparations� for� their� debut� season� at� the
Arena.

COMMUNITY�GROUPS/INTERESTED�PERSONS�CONTACTED:�N/A

FINANCIAL�IMPACT:�N/A

AMERICAN�RESCUE�PLAN�FUNDING�IMPACT :�N/A

COMMUNITY� DEVELOPMENT� IMPACT :� This� request� meets� the� following� goals� and
objectives�of�the�Bloomington�Comprehensive�Plan�2035:�N/A

Respectfully�submitted�for�consideration.
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Prepared�by:�Jeff�Jurgens,�City�Manager

ATTACHMENTS:
ADM�1B�Bloomington�Bison�Schedule
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