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MINUTES 
LIQUOR COMMISSION - REGULAR SESSION 

TUESDAY, JULY 9, 2024, 4:00 PM 
The Liquor Commission convened in regular session at 4:00 p.m., July 9, 2024. Commissioner 
Mwilambwe called the meeting to order. 
Roll Call 

Attendee Name Title Status 
Lindsey Meister Commissioner Absent 
Mboka Mwilambwe Commissioner Present 

Staff Advisors 

Attendee Name Title Status 
Amanda Stutsman Deputy City Clerk Present 
George Boyle Asst. Corporation Counsel Present 
Chris McAllister Building Official Present 
Paul Williams Asst. Police Chief (“AC”) Present 

Public Comment 
Commissioner Mwilambwe read a public comment statement of procedure. No in-person 

public comment was received. The following emailed public comment was received: (1) Marsha 
Herrick; (2) Bob & Sandy Kohlhase; and (3) Bill & Gay Cochran; (4) Crystal Haycraft; (5) Steve 
Aves; (6) Ra’Nelle Hartless; (7) Rebecca Barber; and (8) Wayne Karplus. 
Consent Agenda 
Items listed on the Consent Agenda are approved with one motion; Items pulled from the 
Consent Agenda for discussion are listed and voted on separately. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe approved the Consent Agenda as presented. 
Item 4.A. Consideration and Action on Approving the Minutes of the June 11, 2024, 

Regular Liquor Commission Meeting. (Recommended Motion: The proposed Minutes be 
approved.) 
Regular Agenda 
All license creations, amendments, or transfers are contingent upon compliance with all building, 
health, and safety codes. 
The following item was presented: 

Item 5.A. Public Hearing and Action on an Application from Mauli, Inc., d/b/a Galaxy 
Liquor & Smoke, located at 2210 Cottage Ave., Unit B, Requesting Approval of the Creation of 
a Class PAS (Packaged Sales, All Types of Alcohol, Sunday Sales) Liquor License.  

Commissioner Mwilambwe opened the Public Hearing at 4:08 p.m.  
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 Michael Scott, Attorney of Narendra Patel, after being sworn, addressed the Commission. 
Mr. Scott stated that the establishment will be a packaged liquor store that will not be serving 
liquor. He stated that Mr. Patel operated two other stores in Mansfield and Mahomet that have 
never had any issues with the police or the community. Mr. Scott stated that he believed opening 
the store would bring business and additional tax revenue to the City. He noted the business 
was in compliance with the Health Department and Fire Department. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked how long Mr. Patel had been an owner of this type of 
establishment. Narendra Patel, Owner & President of Mauli Inc., after being sworn, addressed 
the Commission. Mr. Patel stated that he had 14 years of experience with this type of business.  

George Boyle, Assistant Corporation Counsel, asked what type of businesses Mr. Patel 
owned. Mr. Patel stated that he owned gas stations in Mahomet and Mansfield.  

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked what type of liquor the business would sell that would 
be different from the nearby Jewel-Osco or other stores. Mr. Patel stated that the store would 
sell the same types of alcohol but would have more variety of bourbons and beers.  

Mr. Boyle asked if Mr. Scott received the email correspondence sent to the Commission. 
Mr. Scott confirmed he had and addressed the concerns of the correspondence regarding the 
type of service and reassured the Commission that the business would be a packaged liquor 
store, not unlike the nearby Jewel-Osco. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked who the store manager would be. Mr. Patel stated that 
he would be on-site and that he was looking to hire a local manager. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked how long the location had been vacant. Mr. Patel 
believed the building had been vacant for several years before the COVID-19 pandemic. 

City staff had no additional questions. 
Commissioner Mwilambwe asked if there was anyone in the audience present to speak 

for the item. No one came forward. Commissioner Mwilambwe asked if there was anyone in the 
audience present to speak against the Item. Annette Handing registered but was not present. 
The following individuals provided testimony: 

Desha Cobb, after being sworn, addressed the Commission. She did not support a liquor 
and smoke shop opening within a mile of her home and which was across the street from a 
senior apartment building. She noted she worked in healthcare, aging in place, and 
neighborhood safety. She shared that the area had a mixed-family residential apartment 
complex. Ms. Cobb believed the business would increase the number of drivers under the 
influence and noted smoke shops typically sold paraphernalia in addition to tobacco products. 
She noted there were similar smoke shops within a 3-mile radius. She explained that she was 
an alumnus of Illinois State University and shared her concerns about the influx of smoke shops, 
dispensaries, and video game parlors. Ms. Cobb spoke to how affluent communities didn’t have 
these types of stores due to the type of attention they garnish. She expressed concern that the 
previous family-oriented business was being replaced with a liquor store. She had additional 
concerns regarding the attention that the business would attract, and the safety of the local park, 
and strongly believed the neighborhood should remain family-focused. She mentioned other 
communities voted to have dry neighborhoods to control crime and expressed interest in a dry 
community. She concluded that the business would not bring value to the neighborhood but 
would take away value. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked Ms. Cobb if had there been any issues recently. Mrs. 
Cobb stated that a few years ago, the Dollar General was robbed several times within a few 
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months. She said there had been increased Police Department patrol to ensure the safety of the 
area. She noted that while she did not have crime data, believed the community was relatively 
safe and wanted to keep it that way. 

Crystal Haycraft, after being sworn, addressed the Commission. She stated she lived in 
the neighborhood for 35 years and that the community had always been very safe growing up 
and continued to feel safe as an adult. She shared the Turnberry Apartments near the Jewel-
Osco brought some crime and noise complaints, with police being called weekly. She stated that 
a packaged liquor store would increase the drunkenness of individuals and provide increased 
access to alcohol. She expressed safety concerns as a woman within the neighborhood at night. 
She did not see the added value that the business would bring. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked how long she had been in the neighborhood. Mrs. 
Haycraft stated she lived in the neighborhood for 35 years but has owned her home for 10 years. 

Ed Wright Jr., after being sworn, addressed the Commission. He stated that he lived in 
the neighborhood for 39 years and enjoyed living there. He explained that he researched 
packaged liquor stores in neighborhoods and was concerned with the impact on older 
established neighborhoods similar to this one. He shared that when these businesses opened 
on a thoroughfare, violent crime rose, additional similar businesses moved in, there was an 
increased negative impact on teens, and future neighborhood development declined. He 
disagreed with the applicant in that positively impactful development would increase. He 
supported with previous individuals’ testimony. He provided Galaxy Opposition Exhibit #2 to the 
applicant (attached). 

Peter Pontius, after being sworn, addressed the Commission. He stated that he had been 
a Bloomington-Normal resident since 1981 and a Park Place resident for 23 years. He raised 
his kids here. He listed the stores, parks, and recreational facilities within the area. He expressed 
his believe that the store was not needed and was duplicative. He questioned if parents would 
feel safe sending their kids unattended to stores such as Little Caesars or Jewel-Osco. He raised 
concerns about the residency of the owner and that there was no resident general manager. He 
shared that the business would be within 500 feet of a home for the aging. He disagreed with 
applicant’s answer of there being mostly commercial properties when it was a mostly residential 
area. He highlighted the applicant's indicated interest in video gaming licenses. Mr. Pontius 
noted the video gaming waitlist. He mentioned that the lease did not mention paraphernalia, and 
glass, etc. He shared that the applicant did not disclose ownership of Sunrise Petro or the most 
recent revenue statements of video gaming. He reiterated that the store was not wanted, wished 
for, or welcome in the neighborhood. He provided Galaxy Opposition Exhibit #2 (attached) to the 
applicant.  

Alicia Henry, after being sworn, addressed the Commission.  She lived in Park Place 
Subdivision, immediately west of proposed, for 33 years. She enjoyed living in the west side 
neighborhood and noted it was stable, safe, and affordable. She said there would be much to 
lose, and the business would not be a benefit to the neighborhood. Ms. Henry stated research 
of negative effects on neighborhoods including increased crime. She noted that Jewel Osco had 
alcohol and tobacco products plus thousands of other grocery items.  

Mr. Boyle asked for clarification on the argument for the business not making a difference 
when Jewel-Osco provides alcohol. Ms. Henry mentioned several studies that supported the 
argument that increased access to alcohol led to increased crime. She stated Jewel-Osco, a 
grocery store, already provided alcohol as well as other products meaning there was no need 
for an additional store exclusively selling alcohol.  
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 Kathy Gorham, after being sworn, addressed the Commission. She agreed with most of 
what other testimonies. She stated she lived in Normal across the street. She witnessed a lot of 
kids picking up pizza at Little Caesars and believed the City did not need to be exposed to 
alcohol and cigarettes. She expressed concern with Sunday sales when there were two 
churches and retiree homes close. She said the neighborhood was family-oriented and the 
business was unnecessary. 

 Wayne Karplus, after being sworn, addressed the Commission. He noted he lived in Park 
Place since 1990. He stated the standard for the creation of liquor licenses that it was necessary 
for the public, convenient for the residents, and in the best interest of the City. He echoed the 
belief the store was not necessary, as Jewel-Osco was a regular grocery store that provided a 
wide variety of products. He emphasized that a store focused on alcohol and tobacco was not 
needed as the neighborhood was primarily residential with children present. He listed the 
multiple types of residences in the area.  He stressed this type of business was not in the best 
interest of the neighborhood and was specifically concerned of the impact on the neighborhood 
children. He encouraged the Commission to deny the license due to the residential 
neighborhood. He again emphasized that the same products can be found at the Jewel-Osco. 

Mr. Scott expressed appreciation for the residents’ thoughts. He stated he too had been 
a resident since 1971 and a local business owner so he understood their concerns. He noted 
the comments on public safety and the comparisons of the proposed business to marijuana 
dispensaries and gaming businesses. He clarified that the business would not serve alcohol, 
operate as a dispensary or gaming site; there would be no smoking in the shop, or selling drug 
paraphernalia. He stressed the proposed store would sell prepackaged liquor and tobacco 
products. He mentioned that Bloomington was not a dry community and that the elderly homes 
were given notice, but no one came to speak at the hearing. He addressed the concern of a 
packaged liquor store increasing crime. He stated the applicant never had any crime at his other 
businesses in cities with lower crime rates than Bloomington-Normal. He stated his client was 
respectful of the communities that he had business in. Mr. Scott commented that he grew up in 
the community and attended Normal Community High School but stressed that the area was 
commercial and not residential. He acknowledged that Jewel-Osco sold the same products, but 
his client would have more variety of products. He noted that the client would hire a local General 
Manager. He stated there were a lot of vacant buildings in Bloomington-Normal and those 
vacancies attracted more crime than businesses of this model.  

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked for clarification on the application to have video gaming 
at the business. Mr. Scott stated that the owner had interest in applying for video gaming for this 
establishment. 

Mr. Boyle stated the City did not allow video gaming at packaged liquor stores per 
ordinance. He stated the Commission was not aware that a General Manager had not been 
hired. He explained that applicants usually had the General Manager present to answer 
questions as they must also qualify for a license. Mr. Patel stated that he could not commit to 
hiring without license approval, but would do so if the license was approved. Mr. Scott stated 
that they could commit to hiring a General Manager by a certain date. 

Mr. Boyle asked whether the client was aware of the property line distance from the 
assisted living community. Mr. Scott stated that he believed the property line iwa more than 80 
feet but measurements hadn’t been made. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked Paul Williams, Assistant Police Chief (“AC”), if he had 
any information on the crime rates in the area. AC Williams stated the crime rates have been 
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relatively low for that neighborhood, and the Turnberry Apartments noise complaints were 
accurate. He stated the Family Video (previous occupant) was robbed a few times. He noted 
that a robust camera system would be recommended by police if the license was approved.  
  Mr. Scott stated that while there were no cameras currently, cameras would be installed 
similar to his client’s other businesses. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe stated that he would like to take all testimony under 
advisement and release a decision within the next few days. 
 Commissioner Mwilambwe closed the Public Hearing at 5:02 p.m. 
The following item was presented: 

Item 5.B. Public Hearing and Action on an Application from Turf Matters, LLC, d/b/a 
Bloomington Tennis & Turf, located at 4101 Wicker Rd, Requesting Approval of the Creation of 
a Class EBS (Entertainment/Recreational Sports Venue, Beer and Wine Only, and Sunday 
Sales) Liquor License. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe opened the Public Hearing at 5:03 p.m. 
 Luke Hensleigh, Owner of Bloomington Tennis & Turf, after being sworn, addressed the 
Commission. He shared they had been the new ownership group for six months. He shared that 
their goals were to make the business a community-based center for pickleball, tennis, and other 
community-based activities by offering drinks after activities. 
 Commissioner Mwilambwe asked how many employees were on staff. Mr. Hensleigh 
stated there were 4-5 employees. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked if any employees serving liquor would be BASSET 
certified. Mr. Hensleigh said all employees would be BASSET certified, but that only the General 
Manager would serve alcohol. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked what the typical number of patrons that may consume 
alcohol. Mr. Hensleigh stated that they averaged 15-20 patrons per day but would most likely be 
used by the older demographic that play pickleball. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked whether alcohol was requested by patrons. Mr. 
Hensleigh stated there had been requests from patrons for incentives to stay longer after playing 
games, so TVs and lounge areas have been added. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe asked how staff would manage the mixing of age groups. Mr. 
Hensleigh stated they offer adult event nights with ticket sales that wouldn’t have kids. 

AC Williams asked if there were plans to rent to big groups for parties of 150 or more. Mr. 
Hensleigh responded no. AC Williams then asked if food would be served. Mr. Hensleigh said 
there was no kitchen but they offered a wide variety of snacks. 

Mr. Boyle asked if the venue had been hired out by groups or if it was strictly a sports 
venue. Mr. Hensleigh stated that it was strictly a sports venue, and there had only been one 
child’s birthday since he joined. He noted they had signed contracts with sports clubs for turfs, 
but they wouldn’t have access to the alcohol. 
 Commissioner Mwilambwe asked if there was anyone in the audience present to speak 
for or against the item. No one came forward. 
 Commissioner Mwilambwe closed the Public Hearing at 5:10 p.m. 
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 Commissioner Mwilambwe positively recommended the Item to Council as 
presented.  
 Amanda Stutsman, Deputy City Clerk, stated the Item would appear on the August 12, 
2024, City Council meeting. 
The following item was presented: 

Item 5.C. Public Hearing and Action on an Application from Chronister Oil Company, Inc., 
d/b/a QIK N EZ, located at 1607 Morrissey Drive, Requesting Approval of a Change in 
Ownership/Corporate Name for their Class PAS. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe opened the Public Hearing at 5:11 p.m. 
 Mr. Boyle mentioned that the request for a change of ownership was described in detail 
in the packet. He summarized the change of ownership noting the 100% owner passed away 
and the subsidiary inaccurately reported it, but it was a change in form rather than substance. 
Due to inaccurate reporting, the business acknowledged fault and paid a $2000 fine. Mr. Boyle 
stated the business’ attorney was in St. Louis, and due to the details of the letter and payment 
of the fine, attendance was not required. He stated further inquiry could be done next month. 

Grant Jones, a Representative of ME Gaming, asked a question about the fine amount 
compared to the daily video gaming fines. 

Mrs. Stutsman stated that his question was not a testimony for the Public Hearing. Mr. 
Boyle agreed and stated the citation was a matter of public record. 

Mrs. Stutsman explained Mr. Jones could file a Freedom of Information Act request for 
records with the City Clerk Department.  
 Commissioner Mwilambwe closed the Public Hearing at 5:16 p.m. 
 Commissioner Mwilambwe positively recommended the Item to Council as 
presented.  
 Mrs. Stutsman stated the Item would appear on the August 12, 2024, City Council 
meeting. 
The following item was presented: 

Item 5.D. Public Hearing and Action on an Application from Hurley Entertainment Group, 
Inc., d/b/a Spotted Dog Tavern, located at 1504 Morrissey Drive, Requesting Approval of a 
Change in Ownership of the Class TAS. 

Commissioner Mwilambwe opened the Public Hearing at 5:17 p.m. 
Rich Marvel, Attorney for Hurley Entertainment, after being sworn, addressed the 

Commission. Mr. Marvel stated that they requested a change in ownership. He stated that Carey 
Walsh had been with the business for five years and had been presented with the opportunity to 
buy into the business. He then stated Ms. Walsh was BASSET trained and that no substantial 
changes would be made to business operations, including to change to the business’ hours. 

Nick Hurley, President & Partial Owner of Hurley Entertainment Group, and Carey Walsh 
Hurley, Manager of Spotted Dog, were both sworn in. 

City staff had no comments or questions. 
 Commissioner Mwilambwe asked if there was anyone in the audience present to speak 
for or against the item. No one came forward. 
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 Commissioner Mwilambwe closed the Public Hearing at 5:18 p.m. 
 Commissioner Mwilambwe positively recommended the Item to Council as 
presented.  
 Mrs. Stutsman stated the Item would appear on the August 12, 2024, City Council 
meeting. 
The following item was presented: 

Item 5.E. First Appearance on a Citation Issued to JL Palma, LLC, d/b/a Venue 309, 
located at 1611 Morrissey Dr. Unit 2, for Violating Chapter 6, Section 102A of the Bloomington 
City Code Relating to Sale of Alcohol Without a License and Chapter 6, Section 102 of the 
Bloomington City Code Relating to Failure to Seek Approval or Notify Regarding Change of 
Ownership.  

Mr. Boyle provided an update on the Item and noted the applicant requested an extension 
of their permit for 140 days. He reminded the Commission that the business did not have a 
current license. He then discussed procedure. 
 Commissioner Mwilambwe continued the Item to the August 13, 2024, Liquor 
Commission Meeting at 4:00 p.m. in the Government Center Chambers. 
New Business 

No New Business was discussed.  
Adjournment 

Commissioner Mwilambwe adjourned the meeting. 
The Meeting Adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON 
 
_____________________________  _______________________________ 
Mboka Mwilambwe, Commissioner  Amanda Stutsman, Deputy City Clerk 
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