
 

 

CITY OF  
 

 

BLOOMINGTON 

COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 11, 2021 



 

 
 

COMPONENTS OF THE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

RECOGNITION AND PROCLAMATION 
 

This portion of the meeting recognizes individuals, 
groups, or institutions publically, as well as those receiving 
a proclamation, or declaring a day or event. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Each regular City Council meeting shall have a public 

comment period not to exceed 30 minutes. Every speaker is 
entitled to speak for up to 3 minutes. To be considered for 
public comment, please complete a public comment card at 
least 5 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. The 
Mayor will randomly draw from the cards submitted. Public 
comment is a time to give comment. It is not a question 
and answer period and the City Council does not respond 
to public comments. Speakers who engage in threatening or 
disorderly behavior will have their time ceased. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 

All items under the Consent Agenda are considered to 
be routine in nature and will be enacted by one motion. 
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Council Member, City Manager or Corporation Counsel so 
requests; in which event, the item will be removed from the 
Consent Agenda and considered in the Regular Agenda, which 
typically begins with Item No. 8. 

 
The City’s Boards and Commissions hold Public 

Hearings prior to some Council agenda items appearing on 
the Council’s Meeting Agenda. Persons who wish to address 
the Council should provide new information that is pertinent 
to the issue before them. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Items that require receiving public testimony will be 
placed on the agenda and noticed as a Public Hearing. 
Individuals have an opportunity to provide public testimony 
on those items that impact the community and/or residence. 

 
REGULAR AGENDA 

 

All items that provide the Council an opportunity to 
receive a presentation, ask questions of City Staff, seek 
additional information, or deliberate prior to making a 
decision will be placed on the Regular Agenda. 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Mayor, At-Large - Tari Renner 
 

City Council Members 
Ward 1 – Jamie Mathy 
Ward 2 – Donna Boelen 
Ward 3 – Mboka Mwilambwe 
Ward 4 – Julie Emig   
Ward 5 – Joni Painter 
Ward 6 – Jenn Carrillo 
Ward 7 – Scott Black 
Ward 8 – Jeff Crabill 
Ward 9 – Kim Bray 

 
City Manager - Tim Gleason 
Deputy City Manager – Billy Tyus 

 
CITY LOGO DESIGN RATIONALE 

 
The CHEVRON Represents: 

Service, Rank, and Authority 
Growth and Diversity 

A Friendly and Safe Community  
A Positive, Upward Movement and 

Commitment to Excellence! 
 

MISSION, VISION, AND 
VALUE STATEMENT 

 
MISSION 

To Lead, Serve and Uplift the 
City of Bloomington 

 
VISION 

A Jewel of the Midwest Cities 
 

VALUES 
Service-Centered, 

Results-Driven, 
Inclusive 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS 

 
 Financially Sound City Providing Quality 

Basic Services 
 Upgrade City Infrastructure and  

Facilities Grow the Local Economy 
 Strong Neighborhoods 
 Great Place – Livable, Sustainable City  
 Prosperous Downtown Bloomington 

City Council Members 
Ward 1 – Jamie Mathy 
Ward 2 – Donna Boelen 
Ward 3 – Mboka Mwilambwe 
Ward 4 – Julie Emig 
Ward 5 – Joni Painter 
Ward 6 – Jenn Carrillo 
Ward 7 - Mollie Ward 
Ward 8 – Jeff Crabill 
Ward 9 – Kim Bray 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
REGULAR SESSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
109 EAST OLIVE STREET, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61701 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2021, 6:00 P.M. 
 

THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIRTUALLY. LIVE STREAM AVAILABLE AT: 
www.cityblm.org/live 

 
Prior to 15 minutes before the start of the meeting, 1) those persons wishing to provide 

public comment or testify at the meeting must register at  www.cityblm.org/register, and/or 
2) those persons wishing to provide written comment must email their comments to 

publiccomment@cityblm.org. 

Due to current COVID-19 mitigations, the public will not be allowed to physically attend the 
meeting at City Hall. 

 
The rules for participation and attendance may be subject to change due to changes in law 
or to executive orders relating to the COVID-19 pandemic occurring after the publication of 

this agenda.  Changes will be posted at www.cityblm.org/register. 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

3. Remain Standing for a Moment of Silent Prayer 

4. Roll Call 

5. COVID-19 Update by City Manager 

6. Recognition/Appointments 

7. Public Comment 

This meeting is being held virtually via live stream. Public comment will be accepted 
up until 15 minutes before the start of the meeting. Written public comment must 
be emailed to publiccomment@cityblm.org and those wishing to speak Live must 
register at https://www.cityblm.org/register. 

8. Consent Agenda 

Clerk-led Roll Call Vote    

A. Consideration and action to approve the Minutes of the November 23, 2020 
Regular City Council Meeting, as requested by the City Clerk Department. 
(Recommended Motion: The proposed Minutes be approved.)  

B. Consideration and action to approve Bills and Payroll in the amount of 
$17,868,581.70, as requested by the Finance Department. (Recommended 
Motion: The proposed Bills and Payroll be approved.)  



C. Consideration and action to approve Appointment to the Cultural Commission, 
as requested by the Administration Department. (Recommended Motion: The 
proposed Appointment be approved.)  

D. Consideration and action to approve an Annual Service Maintenance Agreement 
for Daktronics Video Equipment at the Arena for a three (3) year period, as 
requested by the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Department. 
(Recommended Motion: The proposed Agreement be approved.)  

E. Consideration and action to approve a Contract with Brenntag Mid-South, Inc., 
for the Purchase of Cationic and Anionic Polymer, in the amount of $76,500, as 
requested by the Public Works Department. (Recommended Motion: The 
proposed Contract be approved.)  

F. Consideration and action on a Resolution Authorizing a Change Order in the 
Amount of $75,757.67 to the Sunset Road Water Main Replacement 
Construction Contract Between the City of Bloomington and Stark Excavating, 
Inc., as requested by the Public Works Department. (Recommended Motion: 
The proposed Resolution and Change Order be approved.)  

G. Consideration and action on a Resolution Authorizing Waiving the Technical 
Bidding Requirements and Extending the Audit Services Contract with Baker 
Tilly, LLP Through Audit Year 2023, as requested by the Finance Department. 
(Recommended Motion: The proposed Resolution be approved.)  

H. Consideration and action on a Resolution Authorizing Waiving the Technical 
Bidding Requirements and Approving an Agreement with InfoSend, Inc., for Use 
of Its Utility Bill Print Services, as requested by the Finance Department. 
(Recommended Motion: The proposed Resolution be approved.)  

I. Consideration and action on an Ordinance Approving a Zoning Map Amendment 
for Property Located South of General Electric Road and West of Towanda 
Barnes Road, Approximately 6.06 Acres in the Hawthorne Commercial 
Subdivision, from B-1 General Commercial District to R-2 Mixed Residence 
District and R-3A Multiple-Family Residence District, as requested by the 
Economic & Community Development Department. (Recommended Motion: The 
proposed Ordinance be approved.)  

J. Consideration and action on an Ordinance Approving a Zoning Map Amendment 
for Property Located at 806 S. Morris Avenue and 829 W. Elm Street from B-2 
Local Commercial District to R-2 Mixed Residence District, as requested by the 
Economic & Community Development Department. (Recommended Motion: The 
proposed Ordinance be approved.)  

K. Consideration and action on the Application from Green Top Grocery 
Cooperative, d/b/a Green Top Grocery, located at 921 E. Washington St., who 
is requesting a change in classification from a Class PBS (Package, Beer and 
Wine Only, and Sunday Sales) to a Class PAS (Package, All Types of Alcohol, and 
Sunday Sales) liquor license, as requested by the City Clerk Department. 
(Recommended Motion: The proposed License be approved, contingent upon 
compliance with all building, health, and safety, codes.)  

L. Consideration and action on the Application from Braize, LLC, d/b/a Braize, to 
be located at 1406 E. Empire St., who is requesting to a Class RBS (Restaurant, 



Beer and Wine Only, and Sunday Sales) liquor license, as requested by the City 
Clerk Department. (Recommended Motion: The proposed License be approved, 
contingent upon compliance with all building, health, and safety codes.)  

9. Regular Agenda 

Clerk-led Roll Call Vote    

A. Presentation and discussion on Connect Transit's activities and operations, as 
requested by the Administration Department. (Recommended Motion: None; 
presentation only.)  (Presentation by Ryan Whitehouse, Chair, Board of 
Trustees for Connect Transit, 15 minutes; and City Council discussion, 20 
minutes.) 

B. Consideration and action on a Resolution Authorizing the City's Participation in 
the Welcoming Network Operated by Welcoming America, as requested by 
Council Member Donna Boelen. (Recommended Motion: The proposed 
Resolution be approved.)  (Presentation by Donna Boelen, City Council 
Member, 5 minutes; and City Council discussion, 20 minutes.) 

C. Consideration and potential action regarding an Ordinance Amending the Local 
Emergency Ordinance, Ordinance 2020-18, to Modify Section 2(Q) to Allow the 
Continued Proration of the City's Liquor License Fees, as requested by the Legal 
Department. (Recommended Motion: The proposed Ordinance be approved.)  
(Presentation by Tim Gleason, City Manager, 5 minutes; and City Council 
discussion, 5 minutes.) 

10. City Manager's Discussion 

11. Mayor's Discussion 

12. Council Member's Discussion 

13. Executive Session - Cite Section  

Clerk-led Roll Call Vote    

14. Adjournment 

Voice Vote    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 



CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.A 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  City Clerk Department 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action to approve the Minutes of the November 23, 2020 
Regular City Council Meeting, as requested by the City Clerk Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Minutes be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 1. Financially Sound City Providing Quality Basic Services 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 1d. City services delivered in the most cost-effective, efficient manner 

BACKGROUND: The minutes of the meetings provided have been reviewed and certified as 
correct and complete by the City Clerk.  In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Council 
Proceedings must be approved thirty (30) days after the meeting or at the second 
subsequent regular meeting whichever is later. In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 
Council Proceedings are available for public inspection and posted to the City’s web site 
within ten (10) days after Council approval. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: N/A  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: N/A 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N/A   

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  

Prepared by: Amanda Mohan, Records and Licensing Specialist 

Reviewed by: 

 

Recommended by: 



 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 CLK 1B DRAFT 11-23-2020 Council Minutes 
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MINUTES 

REGULAR SESSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2020, 6:00 P.M. 

This meeting was conducted under Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-07 
Section 6, which was reissued and extended by Executive Order 2020-71, and implemented 
in response to COVID-19, which suspended in-person attendance under the Open Meeting 

Act, 5 ILCS 120. 

The City Council convened in regular session virtually via Zoom conferencing with the 
City Manager, Tim Gleason, and City Clerk, Leslie Yocum, in-person in City Hall’s Council 
Chambers at 6:00 p.m., Monday, November 23, 2020. The meeting was called to order by 
Mayor Tari Renner. 

Roll Call 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Tari Renner Mayor Remote  
Jamie Mathy Ward 1 Remote  
Donna Boelen Ward 2 Remote  
Mboka Mwilambwe Ward 3 Remote  
Julie Emig Ward 4 Remote  
Joni Painter Ward 5  Remote  
Jennifer Jazmin Carrillo Ward 6 Remote  
Mollie Ward Ward 7 Remote  
Jeff Crabill Ward 8 Remote  
Kim Bray Ward 9 Remote  

COVID-19 Update by City Manager 

Tim Gleason, City Manager, addressed Council. He explained that the second round of 
COVID-19 Community Development Block Grant ("CDBG") funds had been received and 
discussed the upcoming plans for the required public hearing and formal Council 
consideration. He moved on to discuss updates to both the business and individual COVID-19 
grant assistance programs. Mr. Gleason then informed Council that the Bloomington Police 
Department continued to perform COVID-19 compliance checks, and he provided an update 
on recent calls. Mr. Gleason informed Council that a local Emergency Order had been issued 
to extend outdoor dining with 11:00 p.m. close time through the end of the year.  

Recognition/Appointments  

A. Proclamation recognizing November 28, 2020 as Small Business Saturday  

Mayor Renner read the proclamation aloud. Melissa Hon, Economic & Community 
Development Director, accepted the proclamation. 

Public Comment 

Mayor Renner opened the meeting for public comment and the following individuals 
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spoke live: (1) Allan Axelrod; (2) Tessa Somers; (3) Katherine Hoy; (4) Trevin Gaffney; and 
(5) Ashley Farmer. The following individuals had registered to speak live, but were not 
present in the meeting: (1) Krystle Able; (2) Chynna Miller; and (3) Jon Reed. The following 
individuals emailed public comment prior to the meeting start: (1) Sarah Greenberg; (2) Seth 
Mclntyre; (3) Creighton Budris; and (4) Chynna Miller. 

Consent Agenda 

Items listed on the Consent Agenda are approved with one motion; Items pulled by Council 
from the Consent Agenda for discussion are listed and voted on separately. 

Council Member Emig made a motion, seconded by Council Member Crabill, that 
the Consent Agenda, including all items listed below, be approved as presented with the 
exception of Item 8.F. 

Mayor Renner directed the Clerk to call the roll, which resulted in the following: 

AYES: Mathy, Boelen, Mwilambwe, Emig, Painter, Carrillo, Ward, Crabill, Bray 

Motion carried. 

Item 8.A. Consideration and action to approve Bills and Payroll in the amount of 
$10,281,250.27, as requested by the Finance Department. (Recommended Motion: The 
proposed Bills and Payroll be approved.)  

Item 8.B. Consideration and action to approve Appointments to various Boards and 
Commissions, as requested by the Administration Department. (Recommended Motion: The 
proposed Appointments be approved.)  

Item 8.C. Consideration and action to approve a Purchase Order with Dell, Inc. for the 
2020 Microsoft Enterprise Software Annual Renewal, for software maintenance and support 
covering the City's Microsoft licensing, in the amount of $203,413.96 from the State of 
Illinois Department of Innovation and Technology Joint Purchasing Contract CMT #1176800, 
as requested by the Information Technology Department. (Recommended Motion: The 
proposed Purchase Order be approved.)  

Item 8.D. Consideration and action to approve a Contract with Morton Salt, Inc., for 
the purchase of rock salt at a unit price of $61.97 per ton, not to exceed $371,820, as 
requested by the Public Works Department. (Recommended Motion: The proposed Contract 
be approved.)  

Item 8.E. Consideration and action on an Ordinance Approving an Application 
Submitted by Aldi, Inc. Requesting Approval of a Legislative Site Plan Review for a Grocery 
Store at Property Commonly Located at Village Lane and South Mercer Avenue in 
Bloomington IL 61704, Zoned B-1 General Commercial District, as requested by the Economic 
& Community Development Department. (Recommended Motion: The proposed Ordinance be 
approved.)  

Item 8.F. was removed from the Consent Agenda by Council Member Carrillo. 

Item 8.G. Consideration and action on an Ordinance Concurring with a Technical 
Correction to the Bloomington Normal Enterprise Zone Boundary Amendment – The Ferrero 
Expansion, as requested by the Economic & Community Development Department. 
(Recommended Motion: The proposed Ordinance be approved.)  
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Item Removed from the Consent Agenda 

Item 8.F. Consideration and action on an Ordinance Authorizing a Text Amendment to 
the Bloomington Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 44 of the City Code, to Establish the R-D 
Downtown Neighborhood Residence District, and Further Authorizing Map Amendments to 
the Official Zoning Map for Properties in the City of Bloomington, as requested by the 
Economic & Community Development Department.  

Council Member Carrillo believed additional time for consideration would be 
beneficial.  

Council Member Carrillo motioned, seconded by Council Member Ward, to table 
the item until the December 14, 2020 meeting.  

Council Member Mathy recused himself as he resided in a property within the 
amendment. 

Council Member Emig stated that the feedback received from her constituents was in 
favor of the changes, but that they had expressed concern about the classification of special 
use verses permitted use. She agreed additional time would be beneficial. 

Mayor Renner directed the Clerk to call the roll, which resulted in the following: 

AYES: Mathy, Boelen, Mwilambwe, Emig, Painter, Carrillo, Ward, Crabill, Bray 

Motion carried. 

Regular Agenda 

The following item was presented: 

Item 9.A. Consideration and action on a Resolution Awarding the Request for Proposal 
(RFP# 2021-17) for the FY2020 Tax Exempt Capital Equipment Lease to Clayton Holdings, LLC 
- Equity Subsidiary of Commerce Bank for $4,282,628, as requested by the Finance 
Department.  

Mr. Gleason addressed Council and explained that the capital equipment lease was 
part of standard business operations; however, staff continued to transition the City away 
from leasing. He explained that past Councils and staff believed that the transition would 
place the City in a better financial position.  

 Scott Rathbun, Finance Director, addressed Council and reiterated that the recurring 
item had appeared before Council annually since 2011. He reminded Council that the City 
utilizes the capital lease to fund rolling equipment stock. He explained how the City had 
begun to wean itself off financing in 2020 through the strategic allocation of $500,000 
towards cash purchasing of equipment. He discussed how COVID-19 impacted cash purchases 
and then provided an update on the reduced financing interest rates. Mr. Rathbun explained 
that the capital lease was financed retroactively and provided details on how it affected the 
budget.  

Council Member Mathy thanked Mr. Rathbun and noted that he was in favor of 
stopping the use of capital leases. He asked for additional details on the 5-year and 10-year 
rates. Mr. Rathbun responded that purchases were made based on useful life and that out of 
the various purchases, only the police radios had been placed on the 10-year rate. Council 
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Member Mathy thanked Mr. Rathbun and Mr. Gleason for their continued work to move away 
from capital leases.  

Council Member Boelen made a motion, seconded by Council Member Bray, that 
the proposed Resolution be approved. 

Mayor Renner directed the Clerk to call the roll, which resulted in the following: 

AYES: Mathy, Boelen, Mwilambwe, Emig, Painter, Carrillo, Ward, Crabill, Bray 

Motion carried. 

The following item was presented: 

Item 9.B. Consideration and action on a Resolution Authorizing Waiving the Technical 
Bidding Requirements and Approving an Agreement with Invoice Cloud, Inc., for Use of its 
Electronic Bill Presentment and Payment Solution, as requested by the Finance Department.  

Mr. Gleason introduced the item and asked Mr. Rathbun to address Council. Mr. 
Rathbun explained that Invoice Cloud was an electronic payment and interface platform that 
the Finance, Information Technologies, and Public Works Departments believed would be a 
solution to online bill pay across City services to address inefficiencies and simplify 
workflow. Mr. Rathbun presented on how Invoice Cloud could be used specifically for utility 
billing, noting the many efficiencies and cost savings the program would bring. Mr. Rathbun 
explained Invoice Cloud’s extensive customer portal, web, and mobile capabilities, which 
included various payment options and notification configurations. 

Craig McBeath, Information Technology Director, commented that while the current 
focus for Invoice Cloud was for utility billing, staff were also excited to research how other 
platforms could be integrated. He spoke of the possibility of all invoices for a specific 
address being able to be viewed at one time for an account.  

Mr. Rathbun reiterated the goals and objectives of the program and noted other 
benefits that staff believed would be helpful to citizens. He went on to discuss the total 
hard costs of the current utility billing system against the estimated implementation costs of 
Invoice Cloud, and the potential savings. 

Mr. McBeath provided background on the current program that was used to accept 
payments and discussed many benefits of Invoice Cloud, which included a simplified process 
for the annual Payment Card Industry ("PCI") Certification. 

Mr. Rathbun provided specific examples of how ACH payments were processed and 
how Invoice Cloud could make it simpler. He explained that the implementation for utility 
billing would go live in March of 2021 with the City Services Hub and other applications going 
live with the program much sooner. 

Council Member Mathy noted that ACH payments had lower fees than card payments. 
Mr. Rathbun confirmed. Council Member Mathy asked if Invoice Cloud integrated with the 
MyBloomington app, an issue reporting/tracking application used Citywide. Mr. McBeath 
responded that the MyBloomington App had begun to become outdated and that staff 
planned to upgrade it before integrating the two programs. Council Member Mathy noted 
that another reason for late payments was expired credit/debit cards, and pointed out that 
a feature of Invoice Cloud notified account holders of approaching expirations to combat 
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late payments. He asked for additional details on how the contract with LockBox would be 
affected by an Invoice Could contract. Mr. Rathbun responded. 

Council Member Boelen expressed her support of the program and noted that it was 
eco-friendly, cost-effective, and cost-efficient.  

Council Member Ward expressed her support and asked if residents could continue to 
pay in-person or by mail if they did not have access for electronic payment. Mr. Rathbun 
responded affirmatively.  

Council Member Painter made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ward, that 
the proposed Resolution be approved. 

Mayor Renner directed the Clerk to call the roll, which resulted in the following: 

AYES: Mathy, Boelen, Mwilambwe, Emig, Painter, Carrillo, Ward, Crabill, Bray 

Motion carried. 

The following item was presented: 

Item 9.C. Consideration and potential action regarding Ordinance 2020-18, An 
Ordinance Declaring a Local Emergency Due to the COVID-19 Virus & Enacting Various 
Emergency Measures, as requested by the Legal Department.  

No modifications were recommended.  

Finance Director's Report  

Mr. Rathbun informed Council that staff had received the $3.2 million dollar check 
from the State of Illinois for the local CARES Act Grant that was submitted the month prior. 
He then presented the Fiscal Year ("FY") 2021 Major Tax Revenues through October 31, 2020 
by highlighting various tax line items and how COVID-19 had affected each. He discussed FY 
2021 General Fund Revenue and Expenditures and highlighted multiple key factors, which 
included a surplus of budget adjustments due to delayed capital projects. He wrapped up by 
discussing FY 2021 Enterprise Revenue Funds noting that the revenue trends were at 50% or 
above and stated that the City was weathering COVID-19 cautiously, but optimistically due 
to the City's cash reserves and recently received CARES Act funding.  

Council Member Mathy thanked staff for applying for the $3.2 million in CARES Act 
grant. He celebrated the approval and receipt of the funds. He then clarified that the 
surplus noted during the presentation of the FY 2021 General Fund Revenue and 
Expenditures was due to capital projects postponed because of COVID-19. Mr. Rathbun 
confirmed.  

Council Member Mwilambwe asked how the City faired in reference to reserve funds. 
Mr. Rathbun responded that the City finished the 2020 fiscal year with $24.9 million in 
reserves.  

City Manager's Discussion 

Mr. Gleason reminded the community of the Season of Small event being held to 
support small businesses. He then highlighted that the National League of Cities had 
recognized the City of Bloomington as 1 of 12 communities nationwide who focused on 
strengthening partnerships between cities and health care systems to collaboratively address 
social and economic root causes of poor health and poverty. Mr. Gleason moved on to 
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remind the Community of the meeting dates for December 2020 and highlighted that Ferrero 
had selected Bloomington as the location for their chocolate production line. He celebrated 
the investment of a $75 million development and then recognized Patrick Hoban, 
Bloomington Normal Economic Development Council Director, and the Department of 
Economic & Community Development for their work. He then informed Council that 
Governor Pritzker announced that $22 million was available in Department of Natural 
Resources grant funds. He stated that the City had applied for a grant in the amount of 
$750,000 for a South American Exhibit at the Miller Park Zoo which had a total project cost 
of $1 million. Mr. Gleason announced that the City was approved for the full requested 
amount ($750,000) and recognized the Parks and Recreation Department and Julie Curie, 
City of Bloomington Lobbyist, for their work. He explained the $250,000 remainder that was 
required for the project was previously pledged by the Miller Park Zoo Society and, 
therefore, the project would be completed without the use of City funds.  

Mayor's Discussion 

Mayor Renner congratulated staff on the economic development advancement with 
Ferrero USA and the Department of Natural Resources grant for Miller Park. He commented 
on the well-publicized Special Liquor Commission meeting held the previous Friday. He 
clarified that the Liquor Commission could only act when an establishment had a liquor 
license where the McLean County Health Department could act regardless of liquor license. 
Mayor Renner stated that the City will act when public health and safety were at risk.  

Council Member's Discussion 

Council Member Mathy reminded the community that the Public Works Department 
continued to offer leaf pick-up and suggested that residents refer to the interactive map on 
the City's website. He also suggested that the community support local restaurants by 
purchasing gift cards and participating in curbside pick-up. He noted a Facebook group 
called Curbside BloNo where residents could get more information.  

Council Member Boelen encouraged the community to continue to practice personal 
and collective responsibility of COVID-19 and provided recent COVID-19 statistics. She ended 
her comments by reminding Council of her preference to be called Alderman Boelen while at 
the dais and appreciated the respect of the elected office.  

Council Member Mwilambwe echoed congratulations to staff on the attraction of the 
Ferrero chocolate manufacturing plant. 

Council Member Emig encouraged the community to follow CDC guidelines.  

Council Member Carrillo reminded the community to take precautions and be vigilant 
in the fight against increased infection. She noted the deadline to file to run for office had 
ended and concluded by thanking Mayor Renner and Council Members Painter and Bray for 
their service as they chose not to run for office again.   

Council Member Ward noted that since the initial moment of silence at the beginning 
of the meeting, 79.7 people in the United States had died from COVID-19. She asked that 
Council pause for a moment of silence for those individuals.  

Council Member Bray echoed comments about safety and thanked staff for their work 
during the difficult time. She congratulated the applicants who filed for public office.   

Executive Session - Cite Section  



MINUTES 
REGULAR SESSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2020, 6:00 P.M. 

Page | 7 

No Executive Session was held. 

Adjournment 

Council Member Boelen made a motion, seconded by Council Member Mathy, that 
the meeting be adjourned. 

Motion carried (viva voce). 

The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON  ATTEST 

  

Tari Renner, Mayor  Amanda Mohan, Deputy City Clerk 



CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.B 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Finance Department 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action to approve Bills and Payroll in the amount of 
$17,868,581.70, as requested by the Finance Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Bills and Payroll be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 1. Financially Sound City Providing Quality Basic Services 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 1d. City services delivered in the most cost-effective, efficient manner 

BACKGROUND:  Bills and Payroll are filed in the City Clerk’s Department. The full Bills and 
Payroll Report is now housed under Finance documents on the City website available at 
https://www.cityblm.org/bills.   

COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: Total disbursements to be approved $17,868,581.70 (Payroll total 
$7,665,844.84, Accounts Payable total $8,386,945.22, Bank Transfers total $1,717,291.08 
and Procurement Card Purchases total $98,500.56).        

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N/A   

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration. 

Prepared by: Frances Watts, Support Staff V 

Reviewed by: 

 

Recommended by: 



 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 FIN 1B Council Finance Summary Report 





CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.C 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Administration Department 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action to approve Appointment to the Cultural Commission, as 
requested by the Administration Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Appointment be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 5. Great Place – Livable, Sustainable City 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 5b. City decisions consistent with plans and policies 

BACKGROUND: The Mayor of the City of Bloomington has nominated, and asks your 
concurrence in the appointment of: 

Cultural Commission: Shweta Shukla to the Cultural Commission. Shweta is being appointed 
to fill a vacancy on the Commission. Her term will be effective immediately, with an 
expiration date of 4-30-22, at which time she will be eligible to reapply. Application is on 
file in the Administration Office. 

City staff is aware of heightened concerns regarding the current COVID-19 pandemic; 
however, this agenda item is operational in nature and expected to have little to no impact 
on City resources or finances. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: Mayor contacts all recommended 
appointments.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: N/A   

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N/A   

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  

Prepared by: Amy Overton, Executive Assistant 

Reviewed by: 



 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 ADM 1B Roster_Cultural Commission 





CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.D 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Department 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action to approve an Annual Service Maintenance Agreement 
for Daktronics Video Equipment at the Arena for a three (3) year period, as requested by the 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Agreement be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 1. Financially Sound City Providing Quality Basic Services 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 1d. City services delivered in the most cost-effective, efficient manner 

BACKGROUND:  The original service maintenance agreement for the Daktronics video system 
at the Arena, including parts, began with Central Illinois Arena Management. This agreement 
is a continuation, but with the City of Bloomington as the signatory. The agreement is for 
three (3) years beginning December 1, 2020 through November 30, 2023 in the amount of 
$102,085, payable as follows:  

- $32,790 due before commencement  
- $33,745 due December 1, 2021  
- $35,550 due December 1, 2022  

The Extended Service Agreement (Revised III) explains in detail what equipment is covered, 
and in Attachment A, what services are included.   

City staff is aware of heightened concerns regarding the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, this project is a priority of the City. The Daktronics video system was a major 
investment and upgrade and this service maintenance agreement ensures the City’s 
acquisition will be protected through consistent service maintenance and replacement of 
needed equipment. The Finance Department is monitoring the financial impact of the 
pandemic.  

COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: This agreement will be paid from the Arena Venue-Repair/Maintenance 
Office & Computer Equipment account (57107120-70530).  Although not included in the FY 
2021 Budget, the $32,790 will be absorbed into the FY 2021 Budget.  The remaining 2 years 
will be added to the FY 2022 & FY 2023 Proposed Budgets.  Stakeholders can locate the 
Arena Venue budget in the FY 2021 Proposed Budget Book titled “Other Funds & Capital 
Improvement” beginning on page 176. 



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N/A 

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  

Prepared by: James Mack, Performing Arts Manager 

Reviewed by: 

 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 PRCA 1B Daktronics Extended Agreement Revised III 
 PRCA 1C Daktronics LSJF 
 PRCA 1D Daktronics Invoice 

















CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.E 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Public Works Department 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action to approve a Contract with Brenntag Mid-South, Inc., for 
the Purchase of Cationic and Anionic Polymer, in the amount of $76,500, as requested by the 
Public Works Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Contract be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 1. Financially Sound City Providing Quality Basic Services 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 1d. City services delivered in the most cost-effective, efficient manner 

BACKGROUND: Public Works is recommending the approval of a Contract, in the amount of 
$76,500, with Brenntag Mid-South, Inc., utilizing a limited source justification, in order to 
purchase cationic polymer and anionic polymer for water treatment purposes.  

Each year, staff requests competitive bids for most of the annual water treatment chemical 
needs. However, these bids historically have not included polymers for the water 
clarification process. Through years of exhaustive bench testing and actual use at the water 
treatment plant, staff determined which polymers work with the specific water quality 
desired by our water treatment plant. 

The current contract with Brenntag Mid-South expires on April 30, 2021. Staff is requesting 
that the proposed contract begin May 1, 2021 and extend through April 30, 2022. The quoted 
price for both polymers includes delivery fees. The current rates, proposed rates, and rate 
changes are as follows: 

Polymer Current Rate Proposed Rate Rate Change 
Cationic Polymer $0.86 per pound $0.86 per pound No Increase 
Anionic Polymer $1.55 per pound $1.55 per pound No Increase 

Historical average dosages of the cationic and anionic polymers are 12.4 and 4.7 pounds per 
million gallons of water treated, respectfully. Assuming a relatively dry year with an average 
rate of 11.5 million gallons pumped per day, costs would be $44,817.25 for cationic polymer 
and $30,398.46 with a 1.5% buffer for a total annual expenditure of $76,500. 

The polymers used by the City are as follows: 



Polymer Product Name Typical Dosage 
Cationic Polymer Robin 120 ~1.25 – 1.75 parts per million 
Anionic Polymer Robin 30A ~0.25 – 0.50 parts per million 

 
The City uses two different types of polymers for two different purposes. Both types are 
extremely critical in removing particles from the reservoir water that is being used. The 
broad difference between the two polymers is that one polymer has a net positive charge 
(cationic) and the other has a net negative charge (anionic). The cationic polymer is used to 
neutralize the net negative surface charges of the particles in the reservoir water, which 
then collide and stick together in the large groups of particles, (algae, bacteria, silt, 
possible disease causing organisms, etc.), which settle out as heavier than water particles 
and are removed during treatment. The anionic polymer improves the settling 
characteristics of the heavier than water particles and the minerals (hardness) that are 
removed during the softening process. Both types of polymers are extremely important in 
assuring that small particles of potential health significance are removed during treatment. 
 
City staff is aware of heightened concerns regarding the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, this expenditure is necessary, because the Water Division needs to effectively 
treat surface water. 
 
The Water Fund is an Enterprise Fund that generates fees for funding its operations. Water 
Fund fees are intended/dedicated solely for the support of water services to the City, 
including infrastructure expenditures, such as the water treatment plant, water mains, and 
water meters. The use of fund balance (reserves) is common practice for Enterprise Funds, 
which oftentimes accumulate fund balance to be used for the execution of larger 
projects/purchases. 
 
COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: N/A 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: If approved, $76,500 will be encumbered on a purchase order on May 1, 
2021 (FY 2022) for this purchase.  The FY 2022 Proposed Budget will include the $76,500 
amount under the Water Purification–Water Chemicals account (50100130-71720). 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: Goal UEW-1. Provide quality public infrastructure 
within the City to protect public health, safety and the environment, Objective UEW-1.5. 
Reliable water supply and distribution system that meets the needs of the current and future 
residents. 
 
Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  
 
Prepared by: Kevin Whitehouse, Superintedent of Water Purification 
 
Reviewed by: 



 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 PW 1B Contract Water Polymer Contract 01112021 
 PW 1C Quote FY22 Water Polymer Contract 01112021 
 PW 1D Brenntag Mid South LSJF for Council Memo 2122 













   
Brenntag Mid-South, Inc.   
4616 S. Enterprise Drive 
Bartonville, IL 61607 
       
                                                                                     
          
 
 
 
City of Bloomington 
Bloomington, IL        December 23, 2020 
Attn: Joe Darter 
email:  jdarter@cityblm.org 
 

QUOTATION 
FOB:  Delivered  
 
Terms:  Net 30 Days 
 
 
Quantity Container Description Price U/M Deposit 

475 lb Drum ROBIN 120 – BMS ID 390435 $0.86 lb N/A 
2300 lb Tote ROBIN 30 A – BMS ID 952614 $1.55 lb N/A 

      
  Prices firm 5/1/2021 thru 4/30/2022    
      

 
 
    
 
 
            
        Best Regards, 
           
        Brenntag Mid-South 

         
        Clint Olin 
        Branch Manager 
 
cc:   
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  The prices indicated on this quotation are for acceptance 
within thirty (30) days from the date of this quotation, and unless 
otherwise specified, are subject to change without notice.  We 
reserve the right to increase unit price if quantity is reduced.                          
 
 
 

 Orders placed with us against this quotation will be subject to the following terms and 
conditions:   

NOTE:  The prices indicated on this quotation are for acceptance 
within thirty (30) days from the date of this quotation, and unless 
otherwise specified, are subject to change without notice.  We 
reserve the right to increase unit price if quantity is reduced.                

WE ARE PLEASED TO SUBMIT THIS 
QUOTATION IN ANSWER TO YOUR  
INQUIRY 

THIS QUOTATION IS SUBJECT TO THE 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS ON THE LAST 
PAGE OF  THIS DOCUMENT 



 
1. Any tax or governmental charge increasing the cost to the Seller of producing, selling, or 

delivering the article herein specified, or of procuring materials used therein, may, at the 
Seller’s option, be added to the price herein specified. 

 
2. Seller’s liability as to delivery ceases upon making delivery of material to carrier at 

shipping point in good condition; the carrier acting as Buyer’s agent. 
 

3. The Seller makes no warranty of any kind, express or implied, except that the goods sold 
shall be of merchantable quality; and the Buyer assumes all risk and liability for results 
obtained by the use of the materials purchased, whether used singly or in the 
combination with other products. 

 
4. No claim of any kind, whether as to goods delivered or for non-delivery of goods, shall 

be greater in amount than the purchase price of the goods in respect of which such 
damages are claimed; and failure to give notice of claim within 10 days from date of 
delivery, or the date fixed for delivery, respectively, shall constitute a waiver by the 
Buyer of all claims in respect of such goods. 

 
5. In the event of fire, flood, drought, earthquake, windstorm, accident, explosion, civil 

commotion, labor trouble, embargo, car shortage, reduced supply of raw materials, 
inability of Seller to obtain from its regular source of supply any commodity ordered 
against this quotation which does not manufacture, or any other circumstances beyond 
the control of the parties, which interferes with the production, transportation, or 
consumption of the commodities ordered against this quotation, quantities so affected 
may be cancelled without liability. 

 
6. The Seller shall not be liable for any loss or delay in furnishing the goods ordered 

against this quotation occasioned through acts of governmental authorities suspending 
contracts, commandeering or requisitioning businesses, industries, plants, materials, or 
machinery, creating embargoes, causing cessation or interruption of transportation, 
causing delay by reason of conscription of men, or in any other way interfering with the 
Seller’s production.  If by reason of any of the above causes the production of the Seller 
shall be partially or wholly curtailed, deliveries may be either proportionately or wholly 
suspended, as the case may be, and resumed after the removal of the cause and 
continued until the entire quantity purchased has been delivered; provided that, if such 
delay in delivery of any portion shall be for more than thirty days, the undelivered 
portion may be cancelled by either the Buyer or the Seller upon five days’ written notice 
to the other. 

 
7. Freight charges, unless otherwise specified, will be subject to change at time of 

shipment. 
 

8. Any surcharges inherent to delivery of product to the Buyer, unless otherwise specified, 
will be for the account of the Buyer (charges for hoses, pumps, demurrage, pallets, 
container deposits, etc.) 





CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.F 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Public Works Department 

WARD IMPACTED: Ward 5 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action on a Resolution Authorizing a Change Order in the 
Amount of $75,757.67 to the Sunset Road Water Main Replacement Construction Contract 
Between the City of Bloomington and Stark Excavating, Inc., as requested by the Public 
Works Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Resolution and Change Order be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 2. Upgrade City Infrastructure and Facilities 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 2b. Quality water for the long term 

BACKGROUND: Public Works is recommending the approval of a change order in the amount 
of $75,757.67 to the Construction Contract with Stark Excavating, Inc., for the Sunset Road 
Water Main Replacement.  

On June 8, 2020, Council approved a Construction Contract with Stark Excavating, Inc., for 
the water main replacement on Sunset Road, in the amount of $628,316.00. Several field 
modifications were necessary as a result of unforeseen conditions including: conflicts with or 
proximity to existing public and private utilities, changes in sizes, quantity, and extents of 
contract pay items, additional pavement and traffic control, and changes necessary to 
coordinate with the forthcoming resurfacing of Sunset Road. 

As a result of the resurfacing of Sunset Road following the water main reconstruction, the 
pavement removal and replacement included in the contract was compacted gravel to 
provide a sufficient temporary driving surface and an affordable immediate milling surface. 
The new water main also runs through Emerson Street and Foley Avenue, which required 
concrete patches that were not included in the original contract. The distance of watermain 
on Emerson Street also had to be increased from original quantities, as a result of a modified 
alignment from unforeseen conflicts with existing storm sewers. The pavement on Emerson 
Street was also deteriorating, which resulted in larger patches than planned. As a result of 
the new water main alignment on Emerson Street, modified traffic control from the original 
plan was required. There were also oversized services and unrecorded, independently 
installed services on Sunset Road that were not included in the original quantities. 

The field modifications that were required were made simultaneous with the water main 
reconstruction and were based on the existing field conditions. As a unit price contract, this 
resulted in an additional expense to the contract and thus the need to approve a formal 



change order to the contract price so that the contractor can be paid. Since the field 
modifications were made simultaneous with the reconstruction project, the City avoided a 
costly extension of the construction timeline and also avoided the expense of patching which 
would have been required to ensure Sunset Road was stabilized for winter driving. 
 
City staff is aware of heightened concerns regarding the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, this expenditure is necessary, because the Sunset Road water main reconstruction 
has been completed. 
 
The Water Fund is an Enterprise Fund that generates fees for funding its operations. Water 
Fund fees are intended/dedicated solely for the support of water services to the City, 
including infrastructure expenditures, such as the water treatment plant, water mains, and 
water meters. The use of fund balance (reserves) is common practice for Enterprise Funds, 
which oftentimes accumulate fund balance to be used for the execution of larger 
projects/purchases. 
 
COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: N/A 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: If the change order is approved, a transfer of budgeted funds in the 
amount of $75,757.67 will be made from the Water Transmission & Distribution - A&E for 
Capital account (50100120-70051) to the Water Transmission & Distribution – Water Main 
Construction account (50100120-72540) and the payment will be processed from the latter 
account.   Stakeholders can locate this in the FY 2021 Budget Book titled “Other Funds & 
Capital Improvement” on page 120 & 121.  The additional funds will be procured from the 
Meadowbrook Subdivision Water Main Replacement Design for FY 2021 that has been 
rescheduled for FY 2022.  
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: Goal UEW-1. Provide quality public infrastructure 
within the City to protect public health, safety and the environment, Objective UEW-1.5. 
Reliable water supply and distribution system that meets the needs of the current and future 
residents. 
 
Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  
 
Prepared by: Jonathan Kothe, Civil Engineer I 
 
Reviewed by: 



 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 PW 2B Resolution_Sunset Rd. Water Main Replacement 01112021 
 PW 2C Change Order_Sunset Rd. Water Main Replacement 01112021 
 PW 2E Project Map_Sunset Rd. Water Main Replacement 01112021 
 PW 2D Council Memo Sunset Road Water Main Replacement 01112021 



RESOLUTION NO. 2021 - ___ 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER IN THE AMOUNT OF $75,757.67 TO 

THE SUNSET ROAD WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF BLOOMINGTON AND STARK EXCAVATING, INC. 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Bloomington has previously authorized a contract with Stark 
Excavating, Inc., for the design and observation work for the Sunset Road Water Main 
Replacement (June 8, 2020, Consent Agenda Item No. 11E); and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has encumbered $628,316.00 of budgeted funds for the FY2021 
Sunset Road Water Main Replacement Contract; and 
 
WHEREAS, the awarded contract amount has been utilized by Stark Excavating, Inc. and 
will require additional funds for additional work; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desired to proceed with additional construction by extending the Stark 
Excavating, Inc. current proposal through a change order for a total contract amount 
of $704,073.67 with the additional $75,757.67 being added by change order; and 
 
WHEREAS, the change order is germane to the original contract as signed and is in the 
best interest of the City and authorized by law. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, 
McLean County, Illinois: 

 
That the recitals set forth above are incorporated herein and City Manager, or 
designated representatives, are authorized to secure the Change Order, and any other 
necessary documents. 
 
PASSED this 11th day of January 2021.  
 
APPROVED this ___ day of January 2021.  
 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 
 
___________________________    ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor      Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 







Biditem QTY UNIT Description Unit Price Bid Amount Actual Total

10 90 LF CONCRETE C&G REMOVE & REPLACEMENT $75.00 $6,750.00 87 $6,525.00 

20 1 EACH DI WM FITTINGS, 8X8 INCH TEE $600.00 $600.00 1 $600.00 

30 7 EACH DI WM FITTINGS, 8X6 INCH TEE $550.00 $3,850.00 7 $3,850.00 

40 1 EACH DI WM FITTINGS, 8X4 INCH TEE $500.00 $500.00 1 $500.00 

50 1 EACH DI WM FITTINGS, 90 DEG BEND- 8 INCH $450.00 $450.00 1 $450.00 

60 4 EACH DI WM FITTINGS, 45 DEG BEN- 8 INCH $425.00 $1,700.00 2 $850.00 

70 7 EACH DI WM FITTINGS, 11.25 DEG BEN- 8 INCH $400.00 $2,800.00 2 $800.00 

80 2 EACH DI WM FITTINGS, 90 DEG BEN -4 INCH $325.00 $650.00 2 $650.00 

90 1 LSUM EROSION CONTROL $1,300.00 $1,300.00 1 $1,300.00 

100 7 EACH HYDRANT ASSEMBLY, 6 INCH $4,000.00 $28,000.00 7 $28,000.00 

110 1 LSUM MOBILIZATION $44,638.10 $44,638.10 1 $44,638.10 

120 1690 SQYD PAVEMENT R&R, TYPE E $18.00 $30,420.00 1522 $27,396.00 

130 1 LSUM PRE CONSTRUCTION VIDEO $500.00 $500.00 1 $500.00 

140 8 EACH RESILIENT WEDGE GATE VALVE, 8 INCH $1,400.00 $11,200.00 8 $11,200.00 

150 7 EACH RESILIENT WEDGE GATE VALVE, 6 INCH $1,000.00 $7,000.00 7 $7,000.00 

160 1 EACH RESILIENT WEDGE GATE VALVE, 4 INCH $925.00 $925.00 1 $925.00 

170 1 LSUM SEEDING & RESTORTATION $20,000.00 $20,000.00 1 $20,000.00 

180 40 LF STEEL CASING PIPE BORED & JACKED, 18 INCH $886.00 $35,440.00 40 $35,440.00 

190 80 LF STORM SEWER WMQ, 12 INCH $70.00 $5,600.00 67 $4,690.00 

200 1 EACH TAPPING VALVE & SLEEVE, 8 INCH $5,500.00 $5,500.00 1 $5,500.00 

210 2 EACH TAPPING VALVE & SLEEVE, 6 INCH $5,300.00 $10,600.00 2 $10,600.00 

220 100 LF TILE REPAIR 8 INCH DIA OR LESS $21.50 $2,150.00 0 $0.00 

230 100 LF TILE REPAIR 8 INCH DIA TO 14 INCH DIA $37.00 $3,700.00 0 $0.00 

240 1 LSUM TRAFFIC CONTROL $16,000.00 $16,000.00 1 $16,000.00 

250 2004 CY TRENCH BACKFILL $19.60 $39,278.40 1793 $35,142.80 

260 2997 LF WATER MAIN, DI CL 52, 8 INCH $81.50 $244,255.50 3025 $246,537.50 

270 46 LF WATER MAIN, DI CL 52, 6 INCH $132.50 $6,095.00 46 $6,095.00 

280 132 LF WATER MAIN ENCASEMENT $114.50 $15,114.00 42 $4,809.00 

290 16 EACH WATER SERVICE, SHORT SIDE 1" $1,000.00 $16,000.00 16 $16,000.00 

300 1 EACH WATER SERVICE, SHORT SIDE 4" $5,700.00 $5,700.00 1 $5,700.00 

310 16 EACH WATER SERVICE, LONG SIDE 1" $3,350.00 $53,600.00 11 $36,850.00 

320 2 EACH WATER SERVICE, LONG SIDE 1.5" $4,000.00 $8,000.00 2 $8,000.00 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT SUBTOTAL $628,316.00 $586,548.40 

ADDITIONAL WORK

1000 SQYD AUP: PAVEMENT R&R, TYPE C 11" $218.00 343.1 $74,795.80 

1010 LF AUP: STORM SEWER WMQ, 16 INCH $239.00 20 $4,780.00 

1020 LF AUP: WATER SERVICE 2" $51.00 64 $3,264.00 

1030 LSUM AUP: TRAFFIC CONTROL - EMERSON $3,900.00 1 $3,900.00 

1040 LF AUP: 12" POLYWRAP $8.25 54 $445.50 

1050 EACH AUP: DI WM FITTINGS, 22.5 DEG BEN- 8 INCH $400.00 2 $800.00 

1999 LSUM VARIOUS FORCE ACCOUNT WORK $29,539.97 1 $29,539.97 

ADDED WORK SUBTOTAL $117,525.27 

GRAND TOTAL $628,316.00 $704,073.67 

$75,757.67 CHANGE ORDER AMOUNT

Original Bid Final Cost
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CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.G 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Finance Department 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action on a Resolution Authorizing Waiving the Technical 
Bidding Requirements and Extending the Audit Services Contract with Baker Tilly, LLP 
Through Audit Year 2023, as requested by the Finance Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Resolution be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 1. Financially Sound City Providing Quality Basic Services 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 1a. Budget with adequate resources to support defined services and level of 
services 

BACKGROUND: Baker Tilly, LLP has served as the City’s auditor since their five-year award in 
FY 2016. In year one of their award, the City saved over $30,000. Annual audit fees increased 
three (3) percent each year following. Baker Tilly, LLP has provided quality audit and 
consulting services and has proven to be a valuable partner by responding quickly to complex 
issues for decision makers, assigning senior staff to engagements and being flexible and 
efficient during the pandemic shutdowns. Baker Tilly, LLP’s three-year fee proposal has a less 
than a two (2) percent increase for the FY 2021 audit, .95 percent increase for the FY 2022 
audit, and a three (3) percent increase for the FY 2023 audit. The City is still paying less than 
it did for the FY 2015 audit by previous auditors.  

 



 
Baker Tilly, LLP is ranked among the top fifteen (15) largest accounting firms nationally and 
offers a wide variety of other services that the City may take advantage of from time to 
time. By using Baker Tilly, it shortens the learning curve required by a new firm especially 
when the professional services have a high-level need for technical knowledge and are 
subject to legal requirements and transparency. Based on the City’s experience, coupled with 
the reasonableness of audit fees, Finance recommends extending the Baker Tilly LLP audit 
services for three years through the FY 2023 audit.    
 
City staff is aware of heightened concerns regarding the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, this project is a priority of the City because it is a legal requirement and staff is 
recommending it be approved. The Finance Department is monitoring the financial impact of 
the pandemic.  
 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: N/A 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: The City is required to have an audit each year which is included in the 
annual budget. Audit costs can vary if additional audit work is necessary, for example, new 
federal grant funding (COVID19), or a TIF district with incremental revenue of more than 
$100k.  The audit fees quoted by Baker Tilly, LLP will be included in the City’s fiscal year 
budgets; with the FY21 audit expense being budgeted and payable in FY22.  The fees shown 
below can be seen in more detail in the Baker Tilly Proposal included with this memo.  
 

 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N/A 
 
Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  
 
Prepared by: Patti-Lynn Silva, Chief Accountant 
 
Reviewed by: 



 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 FIN 2B Resolution for Bid Waiver_ Baker Tilly Audit Services 11-30-2020 
 FIN 2C Baker Tilly Audit Fee Proposal 2126 



RESOLUTION NO. 2021 - ___ 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WAIVING THE TECHNICAL BIDDING REQUIREMENTS 
AND EXTENDING THE AUDIT SERVICES CONTRACT WITH BAKER TILLY, LLP 

THROUGH AUDIT YEAR 2023 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Bloomington has the ability to waive the technical bidding 
requirements, pursuant to City Code Chapter 16, Section 50; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City, having an effective professional services relationship with Baker 
Tilly, LLP for annual audit services over the past five years and the low cost of proposed 
audit fees for continued audit services; and    
 
WHEREAS, Baker Tilly, LLP has a record of providing quality services, assigning senior 
audit staff to City audits, efficient use of city staff time, and proven responsiveness to 
complex issues; and  
 
WHEREAS, Baker Tilly, LLP proposed audit fees reasonable and lower than audit fees 
paid to previous auditors for the FY2015 audit, and to ensure that the City of 
Bloomington has reliable and responsive audit services faithfully executed; and  
 
WHEREAS, City staff requests the formal bidding process be waived and the City 
Manager be authorized to enter into a new agreements annually with Baker Tilly, LLP 
for the purchase of audit services beginning with the FY2021 audit through the FY2023 
audit.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED/RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Bloomington, McLean County, Illinois: 

 
That the recitals set forth above are incorporated herein, and the City Manager, or 
designated representatives, are authorized to secure annual agreements with Baker 
Tilly, LLP for the audits through FY2023 and are authorized to execute any necessary 
documents to effectuate the contract. 
 
PASSED this 11th day of January 2021.  
 
APPROVED this _____ day of January 2021.  
 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 
 
___________________________    ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor      Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 
 



1

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP
1301 W 22nd St, Ste 400

Oak Brook, IL 60523-3389
tel 630 990 3131
fax 630 990 0039

bakertilly.com

May 5, 2020

Mr. Scott Rathbun
Director of Finance
City of Bloomington
109 East Olive Street
Bloomington, Illinois 61701

Dear Mr. Rathbun:

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP (Baker Tilly) appreciates the opportunity to continue providing 
professional auditing services to the City of Bloomington (the City). We have enclosed our fees for the 
3-year contract extension and hope you will consider the reasons we are the right firm to serve the City.

Familiarity fosters efficiency. As the City assess and plans its recovery from the financial impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a familiar and capable Baker Tilly audit team is one thing you can count on. You 
won’t need to spend time explaining your operations to us, as our staff is already knowledgeable about 
many of the special needs and circumstances affecting the City. Partner Jason Coyle and Senior 
Manager Mike Malatt have served the City since we first audited the City four years ago. Based on 
previous experience, you know we will work with management on your timeline to ensure the audit 
process is timely and well-coordinated. We are also poised to help you with the challenges that lay 
ahead.

Extensive governmental audit experience. Baker Tilly organizes our public sector partners and staff 
along industry lines. With more than 1,000 government clients nationwide, including more than 100 in 
Illinois, we have the experience and expertise the City deserves. Because we understand the unique 
requirements specific to local governments in Illinois, we are able to provide you with timely, 
relevant, and state-specific advice.

Consistency and the opportunity for a fresh perspective. Throughout the duration of our work with the 
City, we have worked hard to maintain a comparatively consistent team from year to year. Consistency is 
something we pride ourselves on. At the same time, our public sector practice consists of more than 400 
industry specialized professionals who can be called upon to bring on additional fresh perspectives 
whenever necessary.

Now, for tomorrow. At Baker Tilly, new technologies are revolutionizing the way we serve our clients. 
We are investing heavily in innovative new systems, applications and devices — and the City, not Baker 
Tilly, is the true beneficiary of these investments. From robotics process automation and dynamic audit 
solutions to collaboration tools and assurance analytics, our digital journey enhances our ability to help 
the City quickly adapt to a complex and changing environment.





___________________________________ ___________________________
Approved by City Manager Tim Gleason Date Signed



CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.H 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Finance Department 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action on a Resolution Authorizing Waiving the Technical 
Bidding Requirements and Approving an Agreement with InfoSend, Inc., for Use of Its Utility 
Bill Print Services, as requested by the Finance Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Resolution be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 1. Financially Sound City Providing Quality Basic Services 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 1d. City services delivered in the most cost-effective, efficient manner 
-Objective 1a. Budget with adequate resources to support defined services and level of 
services 

BACKGROUND:  In 2018, the City Council approved an agreement with Automated Merchant 
Services Inc. (AMS) as the City’s payment solution provider. This coincided with the 
beginning of the City’s Utility Billing system conversion from a legacy system to the City’s 
enterprise resource provider (ERP), Tyler Munis. AMS was selected due to its experience with 
Tyler integration and its strategic partnerships with multiple billing and bill pay platforms.  
City Council approved the AMS referred electronic bill presentment and payment (EBPP) 
solution Invoice Cloud on November 23, 2020. 

The City currently produces approximately 32,000 utility bills per month. Of those, 
approximately 28,000 are physically printed and mailed.  An AMS strategic partner for bill 
print services is InfoSend, Inc. InfoSend is a market leader for utilities and government 
agencies. It has approximately 450 municipal utility, water district and government agency 
clients. Additionally, InfoSend is located strategically across the nation, ensuring both 
disaster mitigation and regional access to the USPS; with locations in California, Illinois and 
Texas.  

InfoSend’s Data Processing, Print, and Mail Service: 
 Cloud Based Data Processing: data processing of raw data and print files is done 

within an InfoSend data center.  
 High Speed Digital Printing: print statements, invoices, letters, postcards, notices, or 

other various documents using laser or inkjet technology: black, grayscale, black plus 
one or more spot colors, and full color printing are all supported.  

 USPS Compliance and Automation: USPS compliant postal presorting is used to drive 
postage to the lowest available rates, leveraging the Full-Service Intelligent Mail 
Barcode (IMB) workflow.  



 Fast Service Level Agreements (SLA): quick turn-around of document folding, 
inserting, presorting, and delivery to the USPS, with next business day job 
completion.  

 
The City has utilized KUBRA Data Transfer, Ltd. as its print vendor since 1998. KUBRA has 
had a difficult time committing resources to the City related to file format changes needed 
for the pending utility billing conversion – currently targeted for March of 2021. It has also 
provided a cost proposal of $16,000 to $32,000 for those changes. InfoSend has waived 
implementation fees and has available resources. Additionally, InfoSend’s bill production 
pricing is more favorable. Finance staff has performed a cost analysis. With the current 
KUBRA pricing structure, the City would realize approximate annual savings of $63,000 by 
switching to InfoSend. Given these details, Finance Staff propose the utilization of InfoSend 
begin in March 2021, to coincide with the go-live target of the Utility Billing system 
conversion. At that time, there will be approximately ten months remaining on the current 
KUBRA contract. The City can cover the minimum contractual obligation of $3,500 per 
month, or approximately $35,000 to fulfill its commitment. Given the City will save a 
minimum of $16,000 in file setup fees and approximately $63,000 in bill production fees, 
fulfilling the contractual minimum still results in savings of $44,000 over the first twelve 
months of the relationship.  KUBRA has been notified of this intent. 
 
City staff is aware of heightened concerns regarding the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, this expenditure is necessary for the utility billing conversion, to ensure the City 
can print and send utility bills and will save the City money. 
 
COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: N/A 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: Utility Billing bill print services and postage are budgeted in the 
General Fund under the Billing Department’s accounts: Printing and Binding (10011530-
70611) and Postage (10011530-71017). If approved, FY 2021 costs will be limited to the 
month of April and are already captured in the budget. FY 2022 costs will be budgeted 
accordingly.  Stakeholders can locate information on bill print expenses in the FY 2021 
budget book titled “Budget Overview & General Fund” on page 152.   
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT:  N/A  
 
Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  
 
Prepared by: F. Scott Rathbun, Finance Director 
 
Reviewed by: 



 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 FIN 3B InfoSend Bid Waiver Resolution 
 FIN 3C Infosend COLI 12302020 



RESOLUTION NO. 2021 - ___ 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WAIVING THE TECHNICAL BIDDING REQUIREMENTS 
AND APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH INFOSEND, INC., FOR USE OF ITS 

UTILITY BILL PRINT SERVICES 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bloomington has the ability to waive the technical bidding 
requirements, pursuant to City Code Chapter 16, Section 50; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City approved an agreement with Automated Merchant Services, Inc. 
(AMS) in December of 2018 as its payment solution provider; and 
 
WHEREAS, InfoSend is the strategic partner of AMS, which provides the utility bill print 
services the City wishes to provide to its citizens; and 
 
WHEREAS, City staff requests the formal bidding process be waived and the City 
Manager be authorized to enter into the related agreement; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED/RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Bloomington, McLean County, Illinois: 
 
That the recitals set forth above are incorporated herein, and the City Manager, or 
designated representatives, are authorized to secure the agreement with InfoSend, Inc. 
and are authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate the agreement 
upon legal review and approval of the contractual documents. 
 
PASSED this 11th day of January 2021. 
 
APPROVED this _____ day of January 2021. 
 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 
 
___________________________    ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor      Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 
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CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.I 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Economic & Community Development Department 

WARD IMPACTED: Ward 3 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action on an Ordinance Approving a Zoning Map Amendment for 
Property Located South of General Electric Road and West of Towanda Barnes Road, 
Approximately 6.06 Acres in the Hawthorne Commercial Subdivision, from B-1 General 
Commercial District to R-2 Mixed Residence District and R-3A Multiple-Family Residence 
District, as requested by the Economic & Community Development Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Ordinance be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 4. Strong Neighborhoods 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 4d. Improved neighborhood infrastructure 

BACKGROUND: The subject property is approximately 6.06 acres, south of General Electric 
Road and west of Towanda Barnes Road. The property is located within the Hawthorne 
Commercial Subdivision, north of the Central Illinois Regional Airport. The property is 
currently zoned B-1 General Commercial District. The B-1 District allows for commercial uses 
like restaurants, gas stations, offices, and retail. The property is adjacent to single-family 
homes (west) and ten townhomes (north). An assisted living facility is northeast of the site. 
The surrounding area consists of a mix of residential uses and commercial uses. The owner 
and applicant, Terra LLC, is requesting a zoning map amendment for the property, to 
facilitate residential development.  

The request divides the property 
into two tracts: Tract 1 (2.95 
acres) located on the east and 
west sides of Woodbine Road 
would be rezoned to R-2, Mixed 
Residence District. Tract 2 (3.11 
acres) located on the west side of 
Leslie Drive would be rezoned to R-
3A, Multifamily Residential 
District. The proposed R-2 District 
allows for single and two-family 
residences. Townhomes and 
multifamily (3+ units) are 
permitted with a special use 
permit. The R-2 District allows for 



a maximum density of up to 13 units per acre. The applicant is proposing the R-2 District to 
function as a transitional district between the single-family homes and the multifamily 
residential district. The proposed R-3A Multifamily Residential District allows for single and 
two-family homes. Townhomes and multifamily residential uses are also permitted by right. 
The R-3A District allows for a maximum density up to 29 units per acre.  
 
After notice was given, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on the zoning map 
amendments. The Planning Commission minutes are attached to this memo. The meeting is 
available online at www.cityblm.org/live. The public hearing materials are also online at 
https://www.cityblm.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=25559. The Commission recommended 
approval of the map amendments by vote of 7-1. The Commission also found the map 
amendment to be in the public interest as the uses permitted in the R-2 and R-3A residential 
districts will have less of a negative impact on the adjacent single family residential homes 
since these districts promote less intense uses that generate less traffic than the uses 
currently permitted in the B-1 District.  
 
City staff is aware of the Council’s concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the 
approval of this Ordinance and Resolution has no negative financial impact on the City and 
will facilitate redevelopment of vacant and underutilized land.     
 
COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: The City of Bloomington Planning 
Commission held a virtual public hearing on the zoning map amendment on Wednesday, 
December 9, 2020. Notice of the hearing was published in The Pantagraph on Monday, 
November 23, 2020. Notices were also mailed to 128 property owners within 500 feet of the 
subject property and a large metal notification sign was placed on the property. One person 
outside of the petitioner spoke in favor of the petition. One person spoke against the 
petition. The City also received seven emails from nearby residents with questions and 
concerns. These emails were shared by staff with the Planning Commission as well as with 
the petitioner. The petitioner was given the opportunity to respond to the concerns 
expressed in the emails at the public hearing. The Planning Commission found the 
application to be in the public interest and consistent with the goals of the Comprehensive 
Plan. The Commission also found the application to align with the City’s guidelines for a map 
amendment outlined in Chapter 44 Division 17-6. The Commission recommended approval of 
the petition by vote of 7 to 1. A recording of the public hearing is available online at 
www.cityblm.org/live <http://www.cityblm.org/live>. A copy of the draft minutes is 
attached to this memo. Following the public hearing, staff received a written protest from 
two adjacent property owners, approximately 14% of the adjacent frontage. Staff also asked 
the protestors to mail a copy of their protest with the applicant, pursuant to state statutes. 
However, the written protests do not meet the 20% threshold required by the City’s 
ordinance to force a two-third’s vote of the council members holding office (i.e., a total of 6 
council members would need to vote in favor as opposed to the typical 5 council members to 
pass an ordinance). The individual that submitted the written protest was advised the 
protest did not contain the requisite number of property owners to require the two-thirds 
vote.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: The map amendment will facilitate investment and redevelopment of 
vacant land, classified as a Tier-1 Redevelopment Priority, resulting in local revenues. The 
developer will also be responsible for paying parkland dedication fees and impact and tap-on 
fees associated with residential development. These exact amounts will be determined at 



the time of Final Plat. Further, the developer is also responsible for the construction of 
infrastructure associated with the residential redevelopment.     

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N-1.2d Identify and eliminate the barriers for infill 
development. H-1.1 Ensure that the housing to accommodate the new growth is a broad 
range (of types, sizes, ages, densities, tenancies and costs) equitably distributed throughout 
the City recognizing changing trends in age-group composition, income, and family living 
habits. 

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration. 

Prepared by: Katie Simpson, City Planner 

Reviewed by: 

 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 E&CD 2B Z-28-20 Ordinance 
 E&CD 2C Draft minutes 12.9.20_Woodbine Rd 



 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021 – ____ 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A ZONING MAP AMENDMENT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED 
SOUTH OF GENERAL ELECTRIC ROAD AND WEST OF TOWANDA BARNES ROAD, 

APPROXIMATELY 6.06 ACRES IN THE HAWTHORNE COMMERCIAL SUBDIVISION, FROM 
B-1 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO R-2 MIXED RESIDENCE DISTRICT AND R-3A 

MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT 

WHEREAS, there was heretofore filed with the Economic & Community Development 
Department of the City of Bloomington, McLean County, Illinois, a petition requesting 
to rezone the property commonly described as six and six-hundredths acres south of 
General Electric Road and West of Towanda Barnes Road in the Hawthorne Commercial 
Subdivision (PINs: 15-31-278-003; 15-31-276-026; 15-31-279-006), legally described in 
Exhibit A and hereinafter referred to as “Property”, which is attached hereto and made 
part hereof by this reference; and  

WHEREAS, the Bloomington Planning Commission, after proper notice was given, 
conducted a public hearing on said petition to rezone the Property from B-1 General 
Commercial District to R-2 Mixed Residence District and R-3A Multiple-Family Residence 
District and adopted findings of fact on the same; and 

WHEREAS, the Bloomington Planning Commission found the petition to comply with the 
findings of fact guided by those purposes, standards and objectives of the City Code as 
set forth in Chapter 44 Division 17-6, E2; and 

WHEREAS, following said public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of rezoning of the Property and zoning map amendment to R-2 Mixed 
Residence District and R-3A Multiple-Family Residence District; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized to adopt this Ordinance and approve the 
petition to rezone said Property. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, 
McLean County, Illinois:  

1. The above recitals are incorporated into and made a part of this ordinance as 
though fully set forth herein.  
 

2. That the petition requesting to rezone the property commonly described as six 
and six-hundredths acres south of General Electric Road and West of Towanda 
Barnes Road in the Hawthorne Commercial Subdivision (PINs: 15-31-278-003; 15-
31-276-026; 15-31-279-006), legally described in Exhibit A which is attached 
hereto and made part hereof by this reference, from B-1 General Commercial 
District to R-2 Mixed Residence District and R-3A Multiple-Family Residence 
District is hereby approved.  
 

3. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effective as the time of its passage.  



 

 

Passed on this 11th day of January 2021. 
 
Approved on this __________ day of January 2021.  
 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 

____________________________    ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor      Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 
 

 

  



 

 

EXHIBIT A 

Legal Description 

Tract 1, R-2 Rezoning: 

A part of the NEY-4 of Section 31, Township 24 North, Range 3 East of the Third Principal 
Meridian, City of Bloomington,  Mclean County,  Illinois, more particularly described as 
follows:  Beginning at the southwest corner of Lot 21 in the Thirteenth Addition to 
Hawthorne Commercial Subdivision, according to the Plat thereof  recorded as 
Document No. 2018-7743  in the Mclean County Recorder of Deeds Office, being on the 
east line of Sapphire Lake Subdivision according to the Plat thereof recorded as 
Document No. 2002-07481  in said recorder's office; thence N.90°-00'-00"E. 150.00 feet 
to the west right of way line of Woodbine  Road as dedicated with Resolution No. 2007-
99, recorded as Document No. 2007-29742  in said recorder's office; thence S.00°-00'-
00"E. 

184.76 feet on said west right of way line to the westerly extension of the south line of 
Lot 20 in Twelfth Addition to Hawthorne Commercial Subdivision recorded as Document 
No. 2015-16156 in said recorder's office; thence N.90°-00'-00"E. 

190.00 feet on said westerly extension and the south line of said Lot 20; thence S.00°-
00'-00"E. 319.00 feet; thence N.90°-00'-00"W. 190.00 feet to the west right of way line 
of said Woodbine Road; thence S.00°-00'-00"E. 96.24 feet on said west right of way line; 
thence N.90°-00'-00"W. 150.00 feet to the east line of First Addition to Sapphire Lake 
Subdivision according to the Plat thereof recorded as Document No. 2003-29381 in said 
recorder's office; thence N.00°-00'-00"E. 

600.00 feet to the Point of Beginning, EXCEPT the Woodbine Road right of way 
dedicated with said Resolution No. 2007-99. 

Said Tract I contains 2.95 acres, more or less, with assumed bearings given for 
description purposes only. 

  



 

 

Tract 2, R-3A Rezoning: 

A part of the NEY-I of Section 31, Township 24 North, Range 3 East of the Third Principal 
Meridian, City of Bloomington, Mclean County, Illinois, more particularly described as 
follows: Commencing at the southwest corner of Lot 20 in the Twelfth Addition to 
Hawthorne Commercial Subdivision, according to the Plat thereof recorded as 
Document No. 2015-16156 in the Mclean County Recorder of Deeds Office; thence 
N.90°-00'-00"E. 425.00 feet on the south line of said Lot 20 to the west right of way line 
of Leslie Drive as dedicated with Resolution No. 2007-99, recorded as Document No. 
2007-29742 in said recorder's office; thence S.00°-00'-00"E. 319.00 feet on said west 
right of way line; thence N.90°-00'-00"W. 425.00 feet; thence N.00°-00'-00"E. 319.00 
feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 3.11 acres, more or less, with assumed 
bearings given for description purposes only. 
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MINUTES 

Mr. Mohr made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2020 meeting. Mr. 
Krieger seconded. Roll call vote: Mr. Stanczak – Inaudible, Mr. Danenburger – Yes, 
Muehleck – Yes, Mr. Krieger – Yes, Mr. Mohr – Yes, Ms. Montney – Yes, Chairperson 
Headean – Yes. (7-0-1) 

Mr. Boyd joined the meeting at 4:07. 

REGULAR AGENDA  

D. Z-28-20 Public hearing, review, and action on a petition submitted by Terra 
LLC requesting a zoning map amendment for a portion of the property 
identified as PIN: 15-31-278-003, 1531-276- 026, and 15-31-279-006 from B-1 
General Commercial District to R-2, Mixed Residence District and R-3A, 
Multifamily Residential District (Ward 3)  

Chairperson Headean introduced the case and called for the staff report. Ms. Kelly 
stated that staff would recommend in favor of the item due to much of the land’s 
long-time vacancy, the mix of residential and commercial uses already emerging in 
the surrounding area, and the potential for residential districts to serve as a 
transitional buffer between commercial uses and lower-density residential uses. 
 
Ms. Montney inquired as to whether the information included in the presentation was 
included in the packet provided to Commissioners. Ms. Kelly affirmed this. 
 
Mr. Boyd asked whether sidewalks currently exist on the subject tracts. Ms. Simpson 
stated that the developer would be responsible for installing sidewalks when 
development occurs. 
 
The public hearing was opened for this item. Chairperson Headean swore in Mr. 
Rathnakumar Ramachandran, a representative of the townhomes adjacent to the 
subject parcels, for testimony. Mr. Ramachandran stated his support for the rezoning, 
stating that it would help extend the existing flavor of the community. 
 
Mr. Krishna Balakrishnan, the applicant, was sworn in. He stated that his plan is to 
continue residential development similar to the townhomes within the parcels to be 
rezoned to R-2. 
 
Chairperson Headean asked Mr. Balakrishnan about resident concerns as to increased 
traffic generation and decreases in home values were the rezonings to be approved. 
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Mr. Balakrishnan stated that most of the traffic is on GE Road at present and that 
access would be taken from Leslie Drive.  
 
Ms. Montney asked whether the townhomes that were sold are currently occupied. Mr. 
Balakrishnan said that they are. 
 
Ms. Kelly displayed data regarding estimated trip generation for commercial versus 
residential uses, showing in broad terms that residential uses generate less traffic 
than commercial uses currently permitted by right in the B-1 district would. 
 
Ms. Montney asked how these numbers were calculated. Ms. Simpson explained its 
basis on average trip data. Ms. Montney pointed out that the uses displayed are not 
necessarily reflective of the commercial development that has already occurred at 
the subject site. Ms. Simpson clarified that these uses could be developed by right, 
even though they are not currently present at the site. Ms. Montney argued against 
the inclusion of traffic data for businesses such as drive-through restaurants as they 
are not reflective of the current development patterns of the site. 
 
Chairperson Headean asked Mr. Balakrishnan about the purpose of the development, 
referencing his previous comments regarding wanting to construct more affordable 
housing in Bloomington. He stated that after acquiring the property, he could not 
foster commercial development in the area, and subsequently switched his focus to 
high-quality, attainable residential development. 
 
Ms. Montney inquired as to the data source on Mr. Balakrishnan’s comment on the 
shortage of apartments for rent in Bloomington. Mr. Balakrishnan stated this was 
based on the reception to the recently developed townhomes and not based on any 
specific data point. Ms. Montney stated that the vacancy rate for apartments in 
Bloomington is substantial. 
 
Chairperson Hadean opened the public hearing to those speaking against the petition. 
Dr. Tim Anderson, owner of Hawthorne Park Animal Care Center, was sworn in. He 
spoke of his concern about apartments extending south to Pamela Drive regarding the 
noise generated by animal care center and increased traffic resulting from residential 
development. Dr. Anderson mentioned that existing traffic on Pamela Drive is 
congested due to the absence of a traffic light. Ms. Kelly clarified that the residential 
zoning would not extend to Pamela Drive. Ms. Simpson stated that she was not aware 
of any plans to install a traffic light at the intersection of Pamela and Leslie Drives. 
 
Ms. Montney asked how access would be taken out of the potential residential 
developments since each exit is presently uncontrolled. Ms. Simpson stated that Leslie 
Drive, Pamela Drive, or Woodbine Road would serve as exit points. 
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Mr. Krieger asked whether a traffic count has been done in this area. Ms. Simpson 
displayed data regarding average daily trips in the area, stating that there are no 
specific counts for Leslie Drive. 
 
Dr. Anderson added that Unit 5 buses use Leslie Drive as a stopping off point between 
7:45 to 8:15 AM, creating additional traffic congestion and potentially posing an 
obstacle to residential development. 
 
Ms. Simpson introduced six emails from the public into the record. Most of the 
comments raised concerns about a potential increase in traffic from any future 
residential development. Ms. Montney pointed out that many emails also raised a 
decline in property values as a concern. 
 
Mr. Balakrishnan provided a rebuttal to the emails received, stating that the traffic 
wouldn’t substantially impact Pamela Drive. He also stated that home values increase 
when homes are situated near other homes rather than vacant land. 
 
Ms. Montney asked why the R-3A zoning was sought if the plan is to develop more 
townhomes. Mr. Balakrishnan stated that it would serve as a buffer between 
commercial and lower-density residential development. Ms. Simpson affirmed this, 
stating that R-3A allows for a higher level of development as well, potentially 
enabling a higher concentration of townhomes in this zoning and allowing townhomes 
to be built by right. 
 
Chairperson Headean asked whether the plan is to build townhomes only or 
apartments as well. Mr. Balakrishnan confirmed that the R-3A zoning was sought to 
build a higher density of townhomes, but that only townhomes are planned at this 
time. Ms. Montney stated that she thought the location of the proposed R-3A zoning is 
unsuitable to townhomes. 
 
Mr. Balakrishnan closed his testimony by thanking the Commission and staff and 
restating that the land has been vacant for many years. The public hearing was 
closed. 
 
Chairperson Headean called for a motion regarding the Findings of Fact as presented 
in the staff report. Ms. Montney expressed her disagreement with the Findings. Mr. 
Boyle clarified that the criteria in rezoning cases are considered a weighing decision. 
Chairperson Headean asked Ms. Montney to elaborate on her disagreement prior to 
making a motion. Ms. Montney detailed her disagreement with the findings by item, 
stating that steady development has occurred in this area, that high density 
residential development is unsuitable given the present development, and that 
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Bloomington’s unit vacancy rate does not suggest a need for additional multi-family 
development. She added her concerns regarding the potential for additional traffic 
generated and the impact on the school systems and the neighboring Sapphire Lake 
subdivision. 
 
Ms. Kelly asked whether Ms. Montney was responding to the petitioner’s Findings of 
Fact or staff’s Findings of Fact. Ms. Montney said she was not sure. Mr. Boyle inquired 
as to whether Ms. Montney’s disagreement is with the proposal as a whole or with the 
R-3A rezoning in particular. Ms. Montney confirmed that the R-3A zoning is her 
primary concern. 
 
Chairperson Headean asked for clarification on the next steps in the event that the 
rezonings were to be approved. Ms. Simpson explained the approval process, including 
potential action by the Zoning Board of Appeals and City Council. Chairperson 
Headean restated that the Commission would not be voting on townhomes, which 
have not yet been formally proposed, but on the rezoning themselves. 
 
Mr. Boyd argued that the vote centers around whether commercial or residential 
zoning would cause existing problems like traffic to be better or worse in the future. 
He made a motion to adopt the Findings of Fact as presented by staff. The motion 
was seconded. Chairperson Headean called for disputing comments. Ms. Montney 
asked whether his argument regarding traffic patterns is based on what development 
is currently existing in the area versus what development could take place there. He 
affirmed that he is voting based on a longterm view of the potential development in 
the area. 
 
Mr. Mohr stated that he would vote no on the motion because of his desire to discuss 
points raised by Ms. Montney and the public. 
 
Roll call vote: Mr. Stanczak – Yes, Mr. Danenburger – Yes, Mr. Boyd – Yes, Mr. 
Muehleck – Yes, Mr. Krieger – Yes, Mr. Mohr – No, Ms. Montney – No, Chairperson 
Headean – Yes. The motion carried (6-2-0) 
 
Chairperson Headean called for additional discussion of resident concerns. Mr. Mohr 
stated his agreement with Mr. Boyd regarding traffic patterns and argued that streets 
like Norma and Pamela Drives are constructed in a way that does not discourage 
motorists from speeding, likely contributing to the residents’ sense of feeling unsafe. 
Mr. Stanczak stated that he viewed the vote as being oriented around what could be 
developed at the subject sites rather than what is presently developed at the subject 
sites. 
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Ms. Montney inquired as to whether it would be possible to deny the proposed R-3A 
rezoning separately. She made a motion to deny the proposed the R-3A rezoning. No 
second was provided. The motion was not passed. 
 
Mr. Boyd made a motion to approve the rezoning of 6.06 acres of the Hawthorne 
Commercial Subdivision from B-1 General Commercial District to R-2 Mixed Residence 
District and R-3A Medium Density Multiple Family Residence District. Mr. Muehleck 
seconded the motion. Chairperson Headean offered the opportunity for objections to 
the motion to be restated. Ms. Montney stated that her objection is to the purported 
need for R-3A zoning and to the Findings of Fact. Roll call vote: Mr. Stanczak – Yes, 
Mr. Danenburger – Yes, Mr. Boyd – Yes, Mr. Muehleck – Yes, Mr. Krieger – Yes, Mr. Mohr 
– Yes, Ms. Montney – No, Chairperson Headean – Yes. The motion passed (7-1-0) 

OLD BUSINESS  

Mr. Mohr inquired as to the status of the Downtown Residential District, which was 
not approved by City Council. Ms. Simpson stated that City Council requested that the 
proposal be tabled to provide more time for review and that it likely wouldn’t return 
to Planning Commission for consideration. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  

A. Introduction: Kimberly Smith, Assistant Economic & Community 
Development Director  

B. Introduction: Caitlin Kelly, Assistant City Planner  

ADJOURNMENT  

Mr. Muehleck moved to adjourn. Mr. Momhr seconded. The Commission voted 
unanimously to adjourn at 5:45 PM. 



CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.J 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Economic & Community Development Department 

WARD IMPACTED: Ward 6 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action on an Ordinance Approving a Zoning Map Amendment for 
Property Located at 806 S. Morris Avenue and 829 W. Elm Street from B-2 Local Commercial 
District to R-2 Mixed Residence District, as requested by the Economic & Community 
Development Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Ordinance be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 4. Strong Neighborhoods 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 4c. Preservation of property/home valuations 

BACKGROUND: 806 S. Morris Ave. and 829 W. Elm Street, the subject properties, are located 
at the northeast corner of the intersection of W. Elm Street and S. Morris Ave.  Morris 
Avenue has an average of 5900 trips daily. W. Elm Street terminates and does not connect to 
streets east of Morris. Essentially, W. Elm Street acts as a local street leading only to single 
family homes; it has very little traffic.  The subject properties are improved with a single-
family home. The homes are in good condition and have maintained a single-family use since 
their construction. The subject property is adjacent to other single-family homes established 
in the early 20th century. The subject properties are zoned B-2. The homes are legal 
nonconforming structures under the B-2 Zoning Classification. The zoning appears to have 
been in place for several decades, however the area has maintained its residential use. The 
southeast corner of W. Elm Street and S. Morris Ave. is also zoned B-2 and is improved with a 
parking lot and convenience store built in 1989. The block south, the corner of Wood Street 
and Morris Avenue is also zoned commercial and is improved with a restaurant and auto 
service stations.  

In September 2020, the City Council adopted an ordinance rezoning the property at 808 S. 
Morris Avenue from B-2 to R-2. At that time, Council also passed a resolution (Resolution 
2020-26) directing staff to investigate and initiate a map amendment for the subject 
properties. The subject properties are contiguous to 808 S. Morris Ave. After notice was 
given, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on the zoning map amendments. The 
Planning Commission minutes are attached to this memo. The meeting is available online at 
www.cityblm.org/live. The public hearing materials are also online at 
https://www.cityblm.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=25559. No one spoke against the 
petition and no one spoke in favor of the rezoning. The Commission recommended approval 
of the map amendments, finding the map amendment to be in the public interest as it 
eliminates a nonconforming status and promotes the continued use of the structures as 



single-family homes.   

City staff is aware of the Council’s concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the 
approval of this Ordinance and Resolution have no negative financial impact on the City.    

COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: The City of Bloomington Planning 
Commission held a virtual public hearing on the zoning map amendment on Wednesday, 
December 9, 2020. Notice of the hearing was published in The Pantagraph on Monday, 
November 23, 2020. Notices were also mailed to 125 property owners within 500 feet of the 
subject properties and a large metal notification sign was placed on the properties. No one 
spoke in favor of the petition. No one spoke against the petition. The Planning Commission 
found the application to be in the public interest and consistent with the goals of the 
Comprehensive Plan. The Commission also found the application to align with the City’s 
guidelines for a map amendment outlined in Chapter 44 Division 17-6. The Commission 
unanimously recommended approval of the petition. A recording of the public hearing is 
available online at www.cityblm.org/live. A copy of the draft minutes is attached to this 
memo.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: The map amendment will ensure the life of the extant single-family 
homes. It will facilitate access to financing improving affordability and encouraging 
investment in the property, protecting property values and local revenues.   

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N-1.2d Identify and eliminate the barriers for infill 
development. H-1.1 Ensure that the housing to accommodate the new growth is a broad 
range (of types, sizes, ages, densities, tenancies and costs) equitably distributed throughout 
the City recognizing changing trends in age-group composition, income, and family living 
habits. 

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  

Prepared by: Katie Simpson, City Planner 

Reviewed by: y

 

Recommended by: 



 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 E&CD 1B Ordinance 806 & 829 
 E&CD 1C Draft PC Minutes 120920 



 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021 – _______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A ZONING MAP AMENDMENT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED 
AT 806 S. MORRIS AVENUE AND 829 W. ELM STREET FROM B-2 LOCAL COMMERCIAL 

DISTRICT TO R-2 MIXED RESIDENCE DISTRICT 

WHEREAS, there was heretofore filed with the Community Development Department of 
the City of Bloomington, McLean County, Illinois, a petition requesting to rezone the 
property commonly described as 806 S. Morris Avenue and 829 W. Elm Street, legally 
described in Exhibit A and hereinafter referred to as “Property”, which is attached 
hereto and made part hereof by this reference; and  

WHEREAS, the Bloomington Planning Commission, after proper notice was given, 
conducted a public hearing on said petition to rezone the Property from B-2 Local 
Commercial District to R-2 Mixed Residence District and adopted findings of fact on the 
same; and 

WHEREAS, the Bloomington Planning Commission found the petition to comply with the 
findings of fact guided by those purposes, standards and objectives of the City Code as 
set forth in Chapter 44 Division 17-6, E2; and 

WHEREAS, following said public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of rezoning of the Property and zoning map amendment to R-2 Mixed 
Residence District; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized to adopt this Ordinance and approve the 
petition to rezone said Property. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, 
McLean County, Illinois:  

1. The above recitals are incorporated into and made a part of this ordinance as 
though fully set forth herein.  
 

2. That the petition requesting to rezone the property commonly described as 806 
S. Morris Avenue and 829 W. Elm Street, legally described in Exhibit A which is 
attached hereto and made part hereof by this reference, from B-2 Local 
Commercial District to R-2 Mixed Residence District is hereby approved.  
 

3. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effective as the time of its passage.  

Passed on this 11th day of January 2021. 
 
Approved on this __________ day of January 2021.  
 
 
 



 

 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 

____________________________    ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor      Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

EXHIBIT A 

Legal Descriptions 

 

806 S. Morris Ave. 

PIN: 21-08-228-003 

LAWRENCE SUBN LOT 16 SUBN 8-23-2E 

N43’ LOT 10 & N43’ W1/2 LOT 11 & S1/2 VAC ALLEY LYG N & ADJ 

 

829 W. Elm St. 

PIN: 21-08-228-013 

LAWRENCE SUBN LOT 16 SUBN NE 8-23-2E 

E1/2 LOT 11 & ALL LOTS 12 & 13 & VAC ALLEY LYG N & ADJ 
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Mr. Mohr made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2020 meeting. Mr. 
Krieger seconded. Roll call vote: Mr. Stanczak – Inaudible, Mr. Danenburger – Yes, 
Muehleck – Yes, Mr. Krieger – Yes, Mr. Mohr – Yes, Ms. Montney – Yes, Chairperson 
Headean – Yes. (7-0-1) 

Mr. Boyd joined the meeting at 4:07. 

REGULAR AGENDA  

A. Z-21-20 Public hearing, review, and action on a petition initiated by City Council 
(Res. 2020-26) to rezone 806 S. Morris Street from B-2 Local Commercial District to 
R-2 Mixed Residence District (Ward 6). 

B. Z-22-20 Public hearing, review, and action on a petition initiated by City Council 
(Res. 2020-26) to rezone 829 W. Elm Street from B-2 Local Commercial District to 
R-2 Mixed Residence District (Ward 6).  

Chairperson Headean introduced the items and asked for the staff report. Ms. Simpson 
stated that staff recommended in favor of both cases. She explained that a previous 
rezoning case regarding 808 S. Morris Street spurred City Council to pass a resolution 
rezoning the adjacent properties to the east and north. Staff also examined a parcel 
on the south side of Elm but did not recommend rezoning that parcel due to the cost 
involved in extending utilities to the lot. 
 
Ms. Simpson mentioned that the residential units on 806 S. Morris and 829 W. Elm 
were built prior to its rezoning to B-2. Though there are commercial uses near these 
parcels, the subject block is primarily residential. Ms. Simpson briefly went over the 
findings of fact in these cases, stating that the items generally met the standards. 
 
No members of the public testified on these items. 
 
No discussion from the Commission. 
 
Mr. Mohr made a motion to accept the Findings of Fact and that the map amendments 
are in the best interest. Ms. Montney seconded. Mr. Krieger seconded. Roll call vote: 
Mr. Stanczak – Yes, Mr. Danenburger – Yes, Mr. Boyd – Yes, Mr. Muehleck – Yes, Mr. 
Krieger – Yes, Mr. Mohr – Yes, Ms. Montney – Yes, Chairperson Headean – Yes. The 
motion carried. (8-0-0) 
 
Mr. Mohr made a motion to approve the rezoning of 806 S. Morris Street from B-2 
Local Commercial District to R-2 Mixed Residence District. Mr. Boyd seconded the 
motion. Roll call vote: Mr. Stanczak – Yes, Mr. Danenburger – Yes, Mr. Boyd – Yes, Mr. 
Muehleck – Yes, Mr. Krieger – Yes, Mr. Mohr – Yes, Ms. Montney – Yes, Chairperson 
Headean – Yes. The motion carried. (8-0-0) 
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Mr. Mohr made a motion to approve 829 W. Elm from B-2 Local Commercial District to 
R-2 Mixed Residence District. Mr. Stanczak seconded. Roll call vote: Mr. Stanczak – 
Yes, Mr. Danenburger – Yes, Mr. Boyd – Yes, Mr. Muehleck – Yes, Mr. Krieger – Yes, Mr. 
Mohr – Yes, Ms. Montney – Yes, Chairperson Headean – Yes. The motion carried. (8-0-
0) 

 



CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.K 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  City Clerk Department 

WARD IMPACTED: Ward 4 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action on the Application from Green Top Grocery Cooperative, 
d/b/a Green Top Grocery, located at 921 E. Washington St., who is requesting a change in 
classification from a Class PBS (Package, Beer and Wine Only, and Sunday Sales) to a Class 
PAS (Package, All Types of Alcohol, and Sunday Sales) liquor license, as requested by the 
City Clerk Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed License be approved, contingent upon compliance with all building, health, 
and safety, codes. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 5. Great Place – Livable, Sustainable City 
-Goal 3. Grow the Local Economy 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 5d. Appropriate leisure and recreational opportunities responding to the needs of 
residents 
-Objective 3a. Retention and growth of current local businesses 

BACKGROUND: Green Top Grocery Cooperative, d/b/a Green Top Grocery, located at 921 E. 
Washington St., currently holds a Class PBS (Package Sales, Beer and Wine Only, and Sunday 
Sales) liquor license. The PBS license was approved by Council on March 13, 2017. Green Top 
has applied to change their liquor license classification to a Class PAS (Package Sales, All 
Types of Alcohol, and Sunday Sales) liquor license.  

The applicant appeared before the Liquor Commission on Tuesday, December 8, 2020 (draft 
minutes attached) where the Commission unanimously approved sending the application 
with a positive recommendation to Council for consideration. All license creations, 
amendments or transfers are contingent upon compliance with all building, health, and 
safety codes. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: In accordance with City Code, on 
December 1, 2020 a public notice was published in The Pantagraph and 4 notices were 
mailed to the properties adjacent to the business. A Public Hearing was held on the 
December 8, 2020 Liquor Commission meeting.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: The current annual license fee for a Class PAS liquor license is $1,750, 
which will be recorded in the Non-Departmental Liquor Licenses account (10010010-51010). 
Stakeholders can locate this in the FY 2021 Budget Book titled "Budget Overview & General 



Fund" on page 124. It is also the establishment’s responsibility to collect and pay all 
applicable taxes including State Sales Tax, Home Rule Tax, and Food and Beverage Tax.    

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N/A 

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  

Prepared by: Amanda Mohan, Records and Licensing Specialist 

Reviewed by: 

 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 CLK 2B Liquor License App_Green Top Grocery_Classification Change_Redacted 
 CLK 2C DRAFT 12-8-2020 Liquor Commission Minutes_Green Top Grocery 
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All license creations, amendments or transfers are contingent upon compliance with all 
building, health, and safety codes. 

The following item was presented: 

Item 5. Public Hearing and action on the request from Green Top Grocery Cooperative, 
d/b/a Green Top Grocery, located at 921 E. Washington St., who is requesting a change in 
classification from a Class PBS (Package, Beer and Wine Only, and Sunday Sales) to a Class PAS 
(Package, All Types of Alcohol, and Sunday Sales) liquor license, as requested by the City Clerk 
Department. 

The following Commissioners were present for the Public Hearing: Jordan and Renner. 

Commissioner Renner opened the public hearing at 4:12 p.m. and asked if there was 
anyone registered to speak against the application. Ms. Mohan responded that no individuals 
registered to speak against the application.   

Nicholas Walters, General Manager of Green Top Grocery, after being sworn, addressed 
the Commission. He explained how Green Top Grocery benefited the local economy by 
supporting local businesses and selling their goods. He informed the Commission that the 
increase in the liquor license classification would allow them to increase local participation 
and expand into crafted and artisanal spirits from Illinois-owned businesses and businesses 
from regional states. He stated that crafted and artisanal spirits were not offered in the 
regional area around Green Top Grocery. Mr. Walters concluded that Green Top Grocery’s 
main objective were to find ways to increase revenue, mitigate operational costs and to find 
opportunities to impact the community in a unique way.  

Commissioner Renner asked if there would be changes in the operations if the increase 
was awarded. Mr. Waters confirmed operations would not change.  

Commissioner Jordan asked if there were other motivations besides the potential to 
increase profitability. Mr. Walters responded that the ability to offer spirits would increase 
Green Top Grocery’s marketing ability and allow them to offer a line of products that were 
not offered in the area. He also noted that Green Top Grocery would continue to remain 
focused on local products and local vendors. 

Commissioner Jordan expressed concern with providing routes of sales for packaged 
license types while on premises license types could not operate to the fullest extent. 

George Boyle, Asst. Corporation Counsel, asked Mr. Walters to state the position with 
Green Top Grocery. Mr. Walters responded that he was the General Manager.  

Mr. Boyle stated that the Legal Department had no additional concerns.  

Commissioner Renner asked if anyone had registered to speak against the application. 
Ms. Mohan confirmed no one had registered. 

Commissioner Renner closed the public hearing at 4:18 p.m. 

Commissioner Jordan made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Renner, that the 
application be sent with a positive recommendation to Council for consideration. License 
creations are contingent upon compliance with all building, health, and safety codes. 

Commissioner Renner directed the Clerk to call roll which resulted in the following: 

AYES: Jordan, Renner 

Motion carried. 



CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.L 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  City Clerk Department 

WARD IMPACTED: Ward 5 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action on the Application from Braize, LLC, d/b/a Braize, to be 
located at 1406 E. Empire St., who is requesting to a Class RBS (Restaurant, Beer and Wine 
Only, and Sunday Sales) liquor license, as requested by the City Clerk Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed License be approved, contingent upon compliance with all building, health, 
and safety codes. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 5. Great Place – Livable, Sustainable City 
-Goal 3. Grow the Local Economy 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 5d. Appropriate leisure and recreational opportunities responding to the needs of 
residents 
-Objective 3a. Retention and growth of current local businesses 

BACKGROUND: Braize, LLC, d/b/a Braize, to be located at 1406 E. Empire St., has applied 
for a Class RBS (Restaurant, Beer and Wine Only, and Sunday Sales) liquor license for their 
new location. The new restaurant location chosen by Braize was previously occupied by 
another restaurant until December 31, 2020. Braize previously held a Class RAS (Restaurant, 
All Types of Alcohol, and Sunday Sales) liquor license at their previous location. 

The applicant appeared before the Liquor Commission on Tuesday, December 8, 2020 (draft 
minutes attached) where the Commission unanimously approved sending the application 
with a positive recommendation to Council for consideration. All license creations, 
amendments or transfers are contingent upon compliance with all building, health, and 
safety codes. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: In accordance with City Code, on 
December 1, 2020 a public notice was published in The Pantagraph and 104 notices were 
mailed to the properties within 500 feet to the business. A Public Hearing was held at the 
December 8, 2020 Liquor Commission meeting.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: The current annual license fee for a Class RBS liquor license is $1,350, 
which will be recorded in the Non-Departmental Liquor Licenses account (10010010-51010). 
Stakeholders can locate this in the FY 2021 Budget Book titled "Budget Overview & General 
Fund" on page 124. It is also the establishment’s responsibility to collect and pay all 
applicable taxes including State Sales Tax, Home Rule Tax, and Food and Beverage Tax.    



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N/A 

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  

Prepared by: Amanda Mohan, Records and Licensing Specialist 

Reviewed by: 

 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 CLK 3B Liquor License Application_Braize_Redacted 
 CLK 3C DRAFT 12-8-2020 Liquor Commission Minutes_Braize 



“Jewel of Midwest Cities.”

City Clerk Department
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Braize, LLC DBA Braize – List of Owners 

Brandon Leach
ears old

Bloomington, IL 61704
100% owner
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The following item was presented: 

Item 6. Public Hearing and action on the request from Braize, LLC, d/b/a Braize, to be 
located at 1406 E. Empire St., who is requesting to a Class RBS (Restaurant, Beer and Wine 
Only, and Sunday Sales) liquor license, as requested by the City Clerk Department. 

The following Commissioners were present for the Public Hearing: Jordan and Renner. 

Commissioner Renner opened the public hearing at 4:18 p.m. and asked if there was 
anyone registered to speak for or against the application. Ms. Mohan responded that besides 
the business representative, no individuals registered to speak for or against the application.  

Brandon Leach, Owner of Braize, after being sworn, addressed the Commission.  

Commissioner Renner asked how the license would affect the business. 

Mr. Leach explained he closed the previous location to open at the new, closer and 
more favorable, location. He explained the 1406 E. Empire St. location was more favorable to 
a carry-out environment. 

Commissioner Renner asked if there were any changes to BASSET certifications. Mr. 
Leech responded that his certification was still valid, and he would ensure that all staff held 
valid BASSET and ServeSafe certifications. 

Commissioner Jordan stated that the applicant was under the same COVID-19 rules as 
the other establishments of Bloomington. Mr. Leach stated he understood. 

Mr. Boyle stated that there were no violations at the previous location and that the Legal 
Department did not have any additional concerns. 

Commissioner Renner closed the public hearing at 4:21 p.m. 

Commissioner Jordan made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Renner, that the 
application be sent with a positive recommendation to Council for consideration. All 
license creations, amendments or transfers are contingent upon compliance with all 
building, health, and safety codes. 

Commissioner Renner directed the Clerk to call roll which resulted in the following: 

AYES: Jordan, Renner 

Motion carried. 

Commissioner Renner stated he believed there were several settlements and asked Mr. 
Boyle to provide an update on the remaining items. 

Mr. Boyle stated some of the establishments listed on the agenda had admitted to the 
violation of Chapter 6 Section 37(E)(3) and Chapter 6 Section 37(E)(4) which required 
compliance with State law and health regulations in that they violated Executive Orders #2020-
69 and #2020-73 which prohibited indoor dining. The following establishments agreed to pay 
$400.00 in settlement, all of which have paid on their violations before the meeting: (1) 
Applebees; (2) Cheek’s Bar and Grill; (3) Parkview Inn; (4) Eastland Suites; and (5) Garden of 
Paradise.   

The following item was presented: 

Item 7. Public Hearing: First appearance on a Complaint and Citation issued to Al Sagri 
Group, LLC, d/b/a Garden of Paradise, located at 1412 E. Empire St., as requested by the 
Legal Department. 

Item 6. Public Hearing and action on the request from Braize, LLC, d/b/a Braize, to be
located at 1406 E. Empire St., who is requesting to a Class RBS (Restaurant, Beer and Wine 
Only, and Sunday Sales) liquor license, as requested by the City Clerk Department.

The following Commissioners were present for the Public Hearing: Jordan and Renner.

Commissioner Renner opened the public hearing at 4:18 p.m. and asked if there was 
anyone registered to speak for or against the application. Ms. Mohan responded that besides
the business representative, no individuals registered to speak for or against the application. 

Brandon Leach, Owner of Braize, after being sworn, addressed the Commission.

Commissioner Renner asked how the license would affect the businessd affec .

Mr. Leach explained he closed the previous locationocation to open at the new, closer and
more favorable, location. He explained the 1406 E. EmpireEmpire tSt. location was more favorable to 
a carry-out environment.

Commissioner Renner asked if there were any changes to BASSET certifications. Mr.were a to BA
Leech responded that his certification was ststill valid,v and he would ensure that all staff helld ens d
valid BASSET and ServeSafe certifications.

Commissioner Jordan stated that the applicant wtha icant was under the sameun me COVIDC -19 rules as 
the other establishments of Bloomington. Mr.ngton. M Leach stated he understh stated ood.

Mr. Boyle stated that there were no violations at the previous location and that the Legal o violations  previ
Department did not have any additional concerns.al concerns.

Commissioner Renner closed the public hearing at 4:enner close public hearing at 4 211 p.m.p.m

Commissioner Jordan Jord made a motion, seconded bymade on, seconded by Commissioner RennerC , that the 
application be sent with a positive recommendation to Council for consideration. Allwith a positiv mmendation to 
license creations, amendments or transfers are contingent upon comndments or tr rs ar pliance with all 
building, health, and safety codes.ealth, and s ty codes.

Commissioner Renner directed the Clerk to call roll which resulted in the following:ommissioner Renne directed the Clerk to

AYESES: Jordan, RenneJordan, Renner

Motion carried.n carr



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

REGULAR AGENDA 



REGULAR AGENDA ITEM NO. 9.A 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Administration Department 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Presentation and discussion on Connect Transit's activities and operations, as 
requested by the Administration Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
None; presentation only. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 5. Great Place – Livable, Sustainable City 
-Goal 1. Financially Sound City Providing Quality Basic Services 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 5a. Well-planned City with necessary services and infrastructure 
-Objective 1e. Partnering with others for the most cost-effective service delivery 

BACKGROUND: An update will be provided to Council on Connect Transit activities and 
operations.  

COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: N/A  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: N/A   

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: Goal TAQ-2: Transit development provides an 
alternative of choice for the general population and support for the transit-dependent; TAQ-
2.1: Expanded urban transit system to provide improved route coverage, more frequent 
route service (headways), extended service hours and schedules, accessible for transit-
dependent riders and those with special needs and challenges, including the economically 
disadvantaged, persons without access to automobiles, the elderly, people with disabilities, 
and regional access to urban service areas.   

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  

Prepared by: Tara Henry, Legislative Assistant 

Reviewed by: 

 



Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 



REGULAR AGENDA ITEM NO. 9.B 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  City Council 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and action on a Resolution Authorizing the City's Participation in the 
Welcoming Network Operated by Welcoming America, as requested by the City Council. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: The proposed Resolution be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 5. Great Place – Livable, Sustainable City 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 5e. More attractive city: commercial areas and neighborhoods 

BACKGROUND: At the November 16, 2020, Committee of the Whole meeting, Council 
Member Boelen brought forward an Agenda related to the Welcoming America Initiative. This 
was discussed further at the City Council meeting on December 14, 2020, at which time the 
City Council gave direction to staff to draft and bring forward a resolution to start the 
Welcoming America process.  

According to its website, Welcoming America is a non-profit, non-partisan organization that 
provides a roadmap and support for its members to become more inclusive toward 
immigrants and all residents. The Welcoming America model is based on three approaches 
including to connect, build and change as set forth below: 

 



Source: https://welcomingamerica.org/about/who-we-are 
 
To start the process, the first step is to adopt a resolution supporting the Welcoming 
America Network and authorizing the City Manager to complete and submit a membership 
application.  As part of this, Council Member Boelen has suggested starting with a general 
membership which is authorized in the proposed resolution. A general membership includes: 
(1) phone coaching and strategy sessions; (2) member-only forum, library and quarterly 
bulletin; (3) discounts to Welcoming America conferences; (4) participation in optional 
advocacy campaigns; (5) member rates for Welcoming Institute and merchandise; (6) access 
to Welcoming Network Toolkit; (7) access to training and technical assistance opportunities; 
(8) member-only conference calls, webinars, and talking points; (9) priority access to 
Certified Welcoming Scholarship; (10) up to $1,500 in member dues applied to Certified 
Welcoming fee; and (11) eligibility to host Welcoming America conferences; and (12) 
discounts for partner-provided services. 
 
The general membership level is estimated to cost between $200 and $500. In addition, 
membership levels can always be upgraded in the future.  
 
More information on Welcoming America, including an FAQ, can be found by visiting its 
website at www.welcomingamerica.org. 
 
COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: The engagement of community 
groups is expected at future stages of the Welcoming America process. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: The estimated cost of a general membership is between $200 and $500.  
If approved the cost will be paid out of the Administration-Membership Dues account 
(10011110-70631).  Stakeholders can locate this in the FY 2021 Budget Book titled “Budget 
Overview & General Fund” on page 131. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: N/A   
 
Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  
 
Prepared by: Jeffrey Jurgens, Corporation Counsel 

Attachments: 
 LGL 2B Welcoming American Network Resolution 
 LGL 2C Application to Join the Welcoming Network 
 LGL 2D Boelen's Welcoming Initiative Proposal 



RESOLUTION NO. 2021 - ____________ 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY’S PARTICIPATION IN THE  
WELCOMING NETWORK OPERATED BY WELCOMING AMERICA 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Bloomington wishes to partner with the Welcoming America 
Network consisting of local nonprofits, educational institutions, business leaders, 
other local government agencies as well as communities around the region and nation 
that have pledged to become more welcoming places by joining the Welcoming 
America Network; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bloomington will utilize the multiple resources of Welcoming 
America for creating a more inclusive community for immigrants which offers a 
unique opportunity to assert our values of compassion and collaboration with all 
residents, regardless of their country of birth, and strive to build a community with 
one another that is safe, welcoming, and devoid of discrimination; where everyone 
can thrive, contribute, and have a sense of belonging; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council for the City of Bloomington finds and determines, after 
reviewing all pertinent information, that it is desirable and in the best interest of the 
City to support City’s participation in the Welcoming America Network and authorizes 
the City Manager to execute all necessary documents to participate in said program 
operated by the nonprofit Welcoming America;  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS: 
 
That the City Council announces its support of the City’s participation in the 
Welcoming America Network, and authorizes the City Manager to execute all 
necessary documents to participate in said program and to join the Welcoming 
America Network as a general member.  
 
ADOPTED this 11th day of January 2021. 
 
APPROVED this ____ day of January 2021. 
 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON ATTEST 
 
__________________________________ ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor                        Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 













 
 

MAYOR & COUNCIL MEMBER 
AGENDA INITIATIVE PROPOSAL FORM 

SPONSOR: _Donna Boelen, Ward 2_ 

PROPOSED INITIATIVE: 

Adopt a Resolution for the purpose of investigating and implementing the Welcoming 
America Initiative, a national non-for-profit established in 2009, to seek designation as a 
Welcoming America Community.  By using the roadmap and tool kit of Welcoming America 
for creating inclusive communities, the Resolution will become a unique assertion of our 
community values of compassion and collaboration with all residents of Bloomington, 
regardless of their country of birth. Through these activities, we will engage fully with one 
another to build a community that is safe and welcoming.  

Through this Resolution, the Bloomington City Council calls upon broad segments of 
our community, including but not limited to, religious groups, not-for-profits, judiciary, 
police, higher education institutions, the EDC, and the Chamber of Commerce to serve as 
conduits for individuals in all aspects of their lives, supporting vulnerable members of our 
community with education, information and guidance.  Mobilizing established community 
resources will help make our city a place where newcomers can thrive and flourish. 

 

ESTIMATED CITY STAFF TIME TO RESEARCH & PREPARE FULL COUNCIL MEMO ON PROPOSED 
INITIATIVE, INCLUDING BACKGROUND AND ANY NECESSARY RESEARCH: 

_____ Nominal (less than 5 hours) 

__X__ Moderate (5 to 10 hours) 

_____ Significant (more than 10 hours) 

ESTIMATED COST OF PROPOSED INITIATIVE: __None__ 

WILL THE PROPOSED INITIATIVE REQUIRE A BUDGET AMENDMENT? 

_____ Yes 

__X__ No 

WHAT CITY PROGRAMS OR STAFF ACTIVITIES ARE PROPOSED TO BE CUT OR REDUCED IN LIEU 
OF THE PROPOSED INITIATVE, IF ANY: __None___ 

_Donna M. Boelen___________ ____11/8/20__________ 
SPONSOR SIGNATURE                 DATE SUBMITTED 



REGULAR AGENDA ITEM NO. 9.C 

FOR COUNCIL:  January 11, 2021 

SPONSOR:  Legal Department 

WARD IMPACTED: City-Wide Impact 

SUBJECT:  Consideration and potential action regarding an Ordinance Amending the Local 
Emergency Ordinance, Ordinance 2020-18, to Modify Section 2(Q) to Allow the Continued 
Proration of the City's Liquor License Fees, as requested by the Legal Department.  

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
The proposed Ordinance be approved. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINK:  

-Goal 1. Financially Sound City Providing Quality Basic Services 

STRATEGIC PLAN SIGNIFICANCE:  
-Objective 1e. Partnering with others for the most cost-effective service delivery 
-Objective 1d. City services delivered in the most cost-effective, efficient manner 
-Objective 1c. Engaged residents that are well informed and involved in an open governance 
process 

BACKGROUND: On March 26, 2020, the City Council approved Ordinance 2020-18, An 
Ordinance Declaring a Local Emergency Due to the COVID-19 Virus & Enacting Various 
Emergency Measures. This Ordinance is effective for 28-day periods unless amended or 
repealed sooner by the City Council. Absent such repeal or amendment, the Ordinance 
continues in effect for additional 28-day periods. 

As part of the passage of the Ordinance and due to its importance, the City Manager 
committed to placing Ordinance 2020-18 on every regular agenda. This allows the Council to 
repeal it as soon as the pandemic subsides, and thus end the use of the City’s emergency 
powers.  

On December 11, 2020, Governor Pritzker issued a new 30-day disaster proclamation related 
to the pandemic. A new proclamation is expected to be issued by the Governor prior to the 
City Council’s meeting on January 11, 2020. As the community, including the City’s 
businesses and residents, continues to address the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, City 
staff is not currently recommending the repeal of the Ordinance at this time, but is 
recommending an amendment. Due to a new round of restrictions prohibiting indoor dining 
and service at bars and restaurants, City staff is recommending a clarification to the 
Ordinance 2020-18 to provide for the continued proration of liquor license fees for 
establishments that are closed due to the Governor’s executive orders. The existing 
language in Ordinance 2020-18 only allowed a one-time proration, but with the rise in cases 
and change in circumstances, City staff is recommending more flexibility to allow additional 
fee prorations.  



COMMUNITY GROUPS/INTERESTED PERSONS CONTACTED: N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: It is anticipated a number of liquor license holders may apply for fee 
proration refunds, however it is expected these will be limited in time and scope.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT: The continuation of Ordinance 2020-18 allows several 
key functions of the Community Development Department to continue that do not include 
statutorily mandated public hearings, as well as the expansion of certain business operations 
for outdoor dining. 

Respectfully submitted for Council consideration.  

Prepared by: Jeffrey Jurgens, Corporation Counsel 

Reviewed by: 

 

Recommended by: 

 
Tim Gleason, City Manager 

Attachments: 
 LGL 1B Local Emergency Declaration Ordinance 2020-18 
 LGL 1C Ord. No. 2020 - 21 
 LGL 1D Ord. No. 2020 - 25 
 LGL 1E Ord. No. 2020 - 30 
 LGL 1F Ord. No. 2020 - 38 
 LGL 1G Ord. No. 2020 - 45 
 LGL 1H Ord. No. 2020 - 61 
 LGL 1I Liquor License Fee Proration Amendment to Local Emergency Declaration 

Ordinance 











ORDINANCE NO. 2020 - 21 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION ORDINANCE,  
ORDINANCE 2020-18, TO ADD CLUB LIQUOR LICENSES TO SECTION 2(N) 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, Illinois: 

SECTION 1.  That Ordinance 2020-18 is hereby amended by amending Section 2(N) to 
read as follows (added; deleted):   

(N) Liquor Commissioner Authority to Allow Deliveries. The Liquor 
Commissioner shall be granted the authority to allow all restaurant liquor license 
holders (Class RA and Class RB), club liquor license holders (Class CA and Class 
CB), as well as all taverns (Class TA and Class TB) to provide the delivery, 
carryout and curbside pickup of alcoholic liquor, so long as the license holder 
complies with the requirements of Chapter 6, Section 32(C) for curbside pickup 
and Chapter 6, 32(D) for deliveries, as well as any other requirements that may 
be imposed by Executive Order of the Mayor. No packaged liquor license 
component shall be required. This authority of the Liquor Commissioner shall 
remain in effect so long as Governor Pritzker’s Gubernatorial Disaster 
Proclamation remains in effect, including any and all renewals thereof, or until 
this authority is repealed by the City Council. 

SECTION 2.  Except as provided herein, Ordinance 2020-18, as amended, shall remain 
in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3.  The City Clerk shall be, and is hereby directed and authorized to publish 
this Ordinance in pamphlet form as provided by law. 

SECTION 4.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted to the City as 
a home rule unit by Article VII, Section 6 of the 1970 Illinois Constitution.  

SECTION 5.  This ordinance shall be effective immediately after its execution and 
publication as required by law.   

PASSED this 13th day of April 2020. 
. 
APPROVED this ___ day of April 2020. 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 

___________________________   ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor     Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 

__________ ______________
m, Citty y y ClClClerererkk



ORDINANCE NO. 2020 - 25 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION ORDINANCE,  
ORDINANCE 2020-18, TO ADD A NEW SECTION 2(P) TO ALLOW THE PRORATION OF THE 

CITY’S VIDEO GAMING LICENSE FEES  

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, Illinois: 

SECTION 1.  That Ordinance 2020-18 is hereby amended by adding a new Section 2(P) 
as follows: 

(P)      Video Gaming License Fee Proration; Other License Fee Prorations. To 
account for the mandated closure of video gaming establishments, the City shall 
prorate the City’s video gaming license fee as follows: (1) for the license year 
May 1, 2019, through April 30, 2020, the City shall reimburse license holders 12% 
of the license fee paid within 15 days of adoption of this Ordinance; and (2) for 
the license year May 1, 2020, through April 30, 2021, the City shall issue a refund 
of the license fee based on the prorated amount of time the establishment was 
not authorized to operate within said year by the Illinois Gaming Board due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic or may otherwise offset said amount when the license 
fee is paid. Any such refund shall be paid by the City within 15 days after video 
gaming establishments are lawfully authorized to resume operations by the 
Illinois Gaming Board. The City Manager is similarly authorized, by Executive 
Order, with the written concurrence of both the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem, to 
prorate other annual City license fees for license holders that are not permitted 
to operate by state or federal mandate due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
SECTION 2.  Except as provided herein, Ordinance 2020-18, as amended, shall remain 

in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3.  The City Clerk shall be, and is hereby directed and authorized to publish 
this Ordinance in pamphlet form as provided by law. 

SECTION 4.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted to the City as 
a home rule unit by Article VII, Section 6 of the 1970 Illinois Constitution.  

SECTION 5.  This ordinance shall be effective immediately after its execution and 
publication as required by law.   

PASSED this 27th day of April 2020. 

APPROVED this ___ day of April 2020. 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 

___________________________   ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor     Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 

_____________________________
um, CCCititity y y ClClClererrkkk



ORDINANCE NO. 2020 - 30 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION ORDINANCE,  
ORDINANCE 2020-18, TO ADD A NEW SECTION 2(Q) REGARDING LIQUOR LICENSE FEES 

AND A NEW SECTION 2(R) REGARDING COVID-19 GRANTS 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, Illinois: 
 
 SECTION 1.  That Ordinance 2020-18 is hereby amended by adding a new Section 2(Q) 
as follows: 
 

(Q)      Liquor License Fee Proration. Establishments with a City liquor 
license that are not operating due to the pandemic, may apply to have 
their license fees prorated for the license year based on the amount of 
time the business was closed due to Executive Order of the Governor of 
the State of Illinois. To qualify for a proration in the license fee, the 
establishment must have been closed and may not have been providing 
curbside pickup and/or delivery. This shall be a one-time proration and 
only for establishments that were closed continually for at least 30 days. 
Establishments must apply for the proration refund to the City Clerk and 
shall be required to provide proof of closure by affidavit and/or other 
documentation as deemed appropriate by the City Clerk. Applications 
must be received by the City Clerk at least 30 days after establishments 
are allowed to have customers/patrons “dine-in” regardless of capacity 
restrictions.  

SECTION 2.  That Ordinance 2020-18 is hereby amended by adding a new Section 2(R) 
as follows: 

(R)      COVID-19 GRANT AGREEMENTS. The City Manager, or designee, is 
authorized to enter into grant agreements on behalf of the City related to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and to submit grant applications related to same. 

SECTION 3.  Except as provided herein, Ordinance 2020-18, as amended, shall remain 
in full force and effect. 
 
 SECTION 4.  The City Clerk shall be, and is hereby directed and authorized to publish 
this Ordinance in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 
 SECTION 5.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted to the City as 
a home rule unit by Article VII, Section 6 of the 1970 Illinois Constitution.  
 
 SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall be effective immediately after its execution and 
publication as required by law.   
 
PASSED this 11th day of May 2020. 
. 
APPROVED this ______ day of May 2020. 



CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 

___________________________   ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor     Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 

________ ____________________
cum, CCCititity y y ClClClerererkkk



ORDINANCE NO. 2020 - 38 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION ORDINANCE,  
ORDINANCE 2020-18, TO ADD A NEW SECTION 2(S) REGARDING  

TEMPORARY OUTDOOR BUSINESS OPERATIONS AND STREET CLOSURES 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, Illinois: 

SECTION 1.  That Ordinance 2020-18 is hereby amended by adding a new Section 2(S) 
as follows: 

(S)      Temporary Outdoor Business Operations & Street Closures. The City 
Manager shall have the authority, through Executive Order, to temporarily 
close streets, or portions thereof, for outside use by businesses when said 
closure can be performed in a safe manner. The City Manager is also 
authorized to allow for the outdoor temporary expansion of premises for 
businesses, including but not limited to on closed public streets and/or 
other right-of-way areas of the City, including parking lots, parking spaces 
and alleys. The City Manager shall provide for the closure of any streets 
and the process for expansion of premises by Executive Order. No fee shall 
be required for any expansion, but appropriate insurance, waivers, 
barriers, plans, and other safety measures may be required. The City 
Manager may likewise waive any other requirements related to the 
expansion of a business premises for off-premises use and/or the 
placement of tents for outdoor use and may implement other Executive 
Orders to allow for and expedite the allowance of outdoor business 
operations.  

SECTION 2.  Except as provided herein, Ordinance 2020-18, as amended, shall remain 
in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3.  The City Clerk shall be, and is hereby directed and authorized to publish 
this Ordinance in pamphlet form as provided by law. 

SECTION 4.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted to the City as 
a home rule unit by Article VII, Section 6 of the 1970 Illinois Constitution.  

SECTION 5.  This ordinance shall be effective immediately after its execution and 
publication as required by law.   

PASSED this 26th day of May 2020. 

APPROVED this ______ day of May 2020. 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 

___________________________   ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor     Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 

____________ ______
, City y ClClClerererkkk



ORDINANCE NO. 2020 - 45 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION ORDINANCE,  
ORDINANCE 2020-18, TO MODIFY SECTION 2(H) REGARDING THE MORATORIUM ON 

INTEREST, FINES AND PENALTIES 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, Illinois: 

SECTION 1.  That Ordinance 2020-18 is hereby amended by modifying Section 2(H) as 
follows: 

(S)      Moratorium on Interest, Fines and Penalties. No interest, fines and/or 
penalties shall accrue or be assessed on amounts owed to the City as of 
March 1, 2020 and thereafter until our region begins Phase 4 of the Restore 
Illinois Plan, for City utility payments, food and beverage taxes (although 
timely tax return filings are still required), parking tickets and/or 
ordinance violations, so long as said obligations to the City are paid within 
ninety (90) days after our region hits Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois Plan, 
expected to be June 26, 2020, 30 days after the conclusion of Governor 
Pritzker’s Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation, including any and all 
renewals thereof, or until this provision is amended or repealed by the 
City Council. The City Manager is similarly authorized, by Executive Order, 
to extend the deadlines for payments related to any other amounts due 
and owing the City.   

 
SECTION 2.  Except as provided herein, Ordinance 2020-18, as amended, shall remain 

in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3.  The City Clerk shall be, and is hereby directed and authorized to publish 
this Ordinance in pamphlet form as provided by law. 

SECTION 4.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted to the City as 
a home rule unit by Article VII, Section 6 of the 1970 Illinois Constitution.  

SECTION 5.  This ordinance shall be effective immediately after its execution and 
publication as required by law.   

PASSED this 24th day of June 2020. 
. 
APPROVED this ______ day of June 2020. 

CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 

___________________________   ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor     Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 

__________ ___________________
um, CCCititity y y ClClC ererkkk
_
u



ORDINANCE NO. 2020 - 61 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION ORDINANCE,  
ORDINANCE 2020-18, TO ADD A NEW SECTION 2(T) SUSPENDING  

DOWNTOWN SHUTTLES 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, Illinois: 
 
 SECTION 1.  The City Council finds that: (1) as McLean County is currently on 
the warning level for the new cases per 100,000, additional emergency measures are 
necessary to restrict the spread of COVID-19; and (2) the operation of the downtown 
shuttles, used to carry patrons to and from bars in vehicles where social distancing is 
not possible, creates a public health and safety risk during this time of rising cases; and 
(3) that the suspension of downtown shuttles is necessary for the public health and 
safety of the community. 
 
 SECTION 2.  That Ordinance 2020-18 is hereby amended by adding a new Section 
2(T) as follows: 
 

(T)      Suspension of Downtown Shuttles. All licenses and certificates of 
public convenience for downtown shuttles issued under Chapter 40, 
Article X of the City Code are hereby suspended and no downtown shuttle 
shall operate until the repeal and/or termination of this Ordinance or 
provision. No additional and/or new licenses or certificates shall be issued 
until the repeal or termination of this Ordinance or provision.  

 
 SECTION 3.  Except as provided herein, Ordinance 2020-18, as amended, shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 
 SECTION 4.  The City Clerk shall be, and is hereby directed and authorized to 
publish this Ordinance in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 
 SECTION 5.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted to the 
City as a home rule unit by Article VII, Section 6 of the 1970 Illinois Constitution.  
 
 SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall be effective immediately after its execution and 
publication as required by law.   
 
PASSED this 14th day of September 2020. 
. 
APPROVED this ___ day of September 2020. 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 
 
___________________________   ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor     Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 

__________ _____________
m, Cititty y y ClClClerererkkk



ORDINANCE NO. 2021 - ____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION ORDINANCE,  
ORDINANCE 2020-18, TO MODIFY SECTION 2(Q) TO ALLOW THE CONTINUED  

PRORATION OF THE CITY’S LIQUOR LICENSE FEES  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bloomington, Illinois: 
 
 SECTION 1.  That Ordinance 2020-18, Section 2(Q) is amended as follows:   
 

(Q)      Liquor License Fee Proration. Establishments with a City liquor 
license that are not operating due to the pandemic, may apply to have 
their license fees prorated for the license year based on the amount of 
time the business was closed due to Executive Order of the Governor of 
the State of Illinois. To qualify for a proration in the license fee, the 
establishment must have been closed and may not have been providing 
curbside pickup and/or delivery. This shall be a one-time proration and 
only for establishments that were closed continually for at least 30 days. 
Establishments must apply for the proration refund to the City Clerk and 
shall be required to provide proof of closure by affidavit and/or other 
documentation as deemed appropriate by the City Clerk. Applications 
must specify the dates the Establishment was closed as a result of orders 
by the State of Illinois. A new application must be filed each time the 
establishment is closed as a result of the orders by the State of Illinois. 
New applications for fee refund prorations that occurred for closings in 
the 2020 calendar year must be filed by March 1, 2021. Applications for 
any fee refunds prorations that occur as the result of closings in the 2021 
calendar year must be filed by January 31, 2022. Applications must be 
received by the City Clerk at least 30 days after establishments are 
allowed by executive order of the Governor or other change in the law, to 
have customers/patrons “dine-in” regardless of capacity restrictions.  

 SECTION 2.  Except as provided herein, Ordinance 2020-18, as amended, shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 
 SECTION 3.  The City Clerk shall be, and is hereby directed and authorized to 
publish this Ordinance in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 
 SECTION 4.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted to the 
City as a home rule unit by Article VII, Section 6 of the 1970 Illinois Constitution.  
 
 SECTION 5.  This ordinance shall be effective immediately after its execution and 
publication as required by law.   
 
PASSED this 11th day of January 2021. 



APPROVED this ___ day of January 2021. 
 
CITY OF BLOOMINGTON     ATTEST 
 
___________________________   ___________________________ 
Tari Renner, Mayor     Leslie Smith-Yocum, City Clerk 


